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EDITOR’S LETTER 
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Listen to 
Your Mother 

THERE COMES A POINT IN LIFE when we learn that our 
mothers are pretty much always right. Growing up, mine told 
me that everything happens for a reason. I never bought in 
on the destiny part, but Mom instilled in me the belief that 
I’ll always land on my feet. She empowered me to take a few 
chances and to bet on myself. 

That’s exactly what Bethanee Wright did when she started 
her own Community Supported Agriculture farm, Winterfell 
Acres. Bethanee grew up in a suburb of Milwaukee, and the 
family’s business was a hardware store. Unlike so many of the 
farmers we feature in a given issue, Beth didn’t have 
a generational push 
to farm. But she loved 
growing food, so she 
took a risk. 

Bethanee started her 
CSA four years ago on 
rented farmland with 
20 subscribers. Now 
she and her husband 
are settling into their 
dream farm and 
hoping to serve more 
than 100 subscribers 
in 2017. Bethanee’s 
journey, risks and all, 
is featured on page 28. 

Things often work 
out even when the 
risks don’t pay off. Just 
ask Ted Blankenship 
of Rose Hill, Kansas. 

Ted bought six 
heifers shortly after 
purchasing his farm. 

The plan was to use them for lawn mowing and for food. His 
experience left me laughing and eventually left him happily 
cow-less. Ted’s chaotic foray into cattle farming is on page 56. 

For some heartwarming stories focusing on moms, just in 
time for Mother’s Day on May 14, be sure to read the moving 
tributes on pages 58 and 59. As for me, I owe my mom a debt of 
gratitude for always letting me bet on myself. It seems to have 
worked out so far. Thanks, Mom. 


Read about 
Bethanee’s CSA 
on page 28 . 




Alex Wendland Senior Editor 
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STAINLESS STEEL CONSTRUCTION is lightweight 
durable, and portable (it folds for easy storage). 

PERFORATED LID and sidewalls maximize airflow 
and trap embers. 

1600° TEMPERATURES mean more thorough 
burning with less ash. 


THE VOLUME 
OF THE 
ORIGINAL 


Now Available 
in 3 Sizes! 


No more 

NSAFE and 
INSIGHTLY 

usty barrel! 


Always check local ordinances before burning 


Call Today for FREE Information Kit, 
Pricing and Factory Direct Coupon! 

877 - 201-5566 

BurnCage.com 


with the 
Stainless Steel 


Portable 

BurnCalge 


Sensitive financial documents 
All burnable household waste * 
Old leaves and branches 


Original 
































Enter Your 
Photos to 
Win $500! 


Home is where the heart is. It’s the 
place where we gather with friends 
and family to create our most lasting 
memories. Share what you love about 
your home in the Our Country Home 
Contest and you could win $500! 


Enter at least six of your best photos 

(high-resolution JPEG files, please) 
along with a 500-word essay in one of 
the four categories below: 


■ Interiors Show us the place you retreat 
to—perhaps your kitchen, your living room, 
a cozy bedroom or bath? Is your craft room 
your happy place? Maybe the potting shed is 
where you find solace. Wherever it is you go 
in your home to relax and regroup, we’d love 
a peek inside. 

■ The View What do you see when you 
step outside your back door? Is your home 
surrounded by beautiful country? 

■ Gardens Does your outdoor space 
become paradise each summer? Show us 
the power of your green thumb. 

■ Farmland Is your homestead defined 
by picturesque pastures and rolling acreage? 

Do you keep a wedding-worthy barn? 

The grand prize is $500, but other entries can 
still win! The first-, second- and third-prize 
winners get $250, $150 and $100, respectively. 


HERE’S HOW TO ENTER: 

1. Go to www.farmandranchliving.com/contests 
and click on the My Country Home link. 

2. Fill out the submission form and upload your 
photos and essay. 

3. Click Submit. 

4. To enter another category, repeat steps 1, 2 and 3. 


The contest ends July 7, so start snapping 
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Amazing price breakthrough! 

ADVANCED HEARING AID TECHNOLOGY 


Under $300 

How can a hearing aid 
that costs less than $300 

be every bit as good as one 
that sells for $3,000 or more? 
Although tremendous strides 
have been made in advanced 
hearing aid technology, those 
cost reductions have not been 
passed on to you- Until Now. 

An innovative board certified 
Chicago ENT doctor lowered 
hearing aid costs significantly. 

Since Medicare and most private 
insurance do not cover hearing aids, 
ENT physician Dr. Cherukuri made it 
his personal goal to come up with a 
game-changing solution that 
customers could actually afford. 

He evaluated other hearing aids and 
concluded that the high prices were 
a direct result of layers of middlemen, 
heavy mark-ups and expensive 
unnecessary features. The result is 
the -MDHearingAid PRO®, with the 
same kind of advanced hearing aid 
technology incorporated into 
hearing aids that cost thousands 
more at a small fraction of the price. 

Over 75,000 satisfied PRO customers 
agree: high quality FDA-registered 
hearing aids don't have to cost a 
fortune. 



or by phone - even after sale. 

No other company provides such 
extensive support. 

Now that you know f why pay more? 

Take Advantage of Our 

45-Day RISK-FREE 

Home Trial! 

Hearing is believing and we 
invite you to try this nearly 
invisible hearing aid with no 
annoying whistling or back¬ 
ground noise for yourself. 

If you are not completely 
satisfied, simply return it 
within that time period for a 

100% refund of your 
purchase price. 



Doctors and patients agree: 

"BEST QUALITY SOUND" 
"LOWEST AFFORDABLE PRICE” 

"I have been wearing hearing aids for over 
25 years and these are the best behind- 
the-ear aids I have tried. Their sound 
quality rivals that of my $3,500 custom 
pair of Phonak®Xtra digital ITE" 

---Gerald L. 

(R) 

"I have a $2,000 ReSound Live hearing 

aid in my left ear and the MDHearingAid 

(b) 

PRO in the right ear. I am not able to 
notice a significant difference in sound 
quality between the two hearing aids" 

—Dr. May, ENT Physician 

"They work so great, my mother says she 
hasn't heard this well in years, even with 
her $2,000 digital! It was so great to see 
the joy on her face. She is 90 years young 
again ."—Al P. 


The fact is, you don't need to pay 
high prices for a medical-grade 
hearing aid. MDHearingAid PRO® 

gives you a sophisticated high- 
performance hearing aid that 

works right out of the box with BATTERIES INCLUDED! 

no time-consuming "adjustment" READY TO USE RIGHT 

appointments. You can even access a OUT OF THE BOX! 
hearing specialist conveniently-online 

MDHearingAid300.com 


MDHearingAid 






Call Today to Receive 

A Year Supply of FREE Batteries. 

PIUS FREE Shipping. 

Use Code: DB11 


800 - 261-8320 
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NEW 

LOW 

PRICE! 


The DR® TRIMMER MOWER 
gives you 5X THE POWER and 
NONE of the backstrain of 
handheld trimmers! 


TRIMS & MOWS thick grass and weeds without bogging 
down—the ONLY trimmer guaranteed not to wrap! 

ROLLS LIGHT AS A FEATHER on big, easy- 
rolling wheels! 

THICKEST, LONGEST-LASTING Cutting Cord 
(up to 225 mil) takes seconds to change. 

No tools required! 


The EASY DR Way 
to TRIM and MOW! 



PLUS! NEW TOW-BEHIND Models! 

DESIGNED FOR YOUR TOWING VEHICLE. We offer 2 
models—for ATVs, and 3-point hitch tractors. 

MOW AROUND FENCE POSTS, trees, and other obstacles, 
with spring-loaded decks that automatically deflect. 

CLEAR WAIST-HIGH WEEDS along roadsides, fences, 
ditches, around nursery stock, etc., with super durable 
(225 mil DR® Sawtooth™) cutting cord. 



6 MONTH HOME TRIAL 


Buy any DR® product and use it at 
your home for 6 months. Ifyou’re not 
100% satisfied, we’ll take it back. No 
questions asked. 

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR DETAILS. - - - - - 


FREE 

SHIPPING 


Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 

Si 877-201-5566 

DRtrimmers.com 
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N ew kittens on the farm 

would normally be cause 
for celebration, but when 
I was 13, our mama cat, 
Joyce, gave birth on our porch on 
a cold, windy day. To top it off, she 
took only one of her two kittens to 
a warmer place, leaving the other 
one without shelter. She’d never 
been known as a great mom, but she 
had always been better than this. 

I scooped the little guy up and 
started feeding him every hour. 

I couldn’t go to sleep, so I just lay 
there on the couch, waiting for 
Spotsy to start crying for the bottle. 

I fed him at 1 a.m., then at 2 and 3. 

April | May 2017 


This kitten didn’t just want to be fed; 
he wanted me to cuddle with him. 

Finally, I woke my sister up at 7 so 
I could get some sleep. When I got 
up, I found out that she and my 
cousin Josiah had gone searching for 
Joyce and found her in the hayloft— 
a nice, safe spot for her kittens. 

After finding Joyce, my sister and 
cousin took the abandoned kitten to 
his mama. She accepted him eagerly. 
While I was disappointed that 
I didn’t get to help search, I was 
relieved I wouldn’t have to stay up 
all night again. Both kittens survived 
Joyce’s parenting and grew to be fat 
and sleek mouse hunters. 


Spotsy was eventually welcomed back 
by his mom, Joyce (top), and with his 
brother grew to be a great farm cat. 


LIFE 


Photos and stories from readers 
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Mama Cat 
Missed a Kitten 


BY DALEEN COWGAR NORTON , OHIO 
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1 “Grandpa Lee assists 17-month-old 
Grace as she bottle-feeds our newborn 
donkey,” says grandmother Janice Teinert 

of La Grange, Texas. “The three of them 
together created such a sweet moment.” 


a “Our 2-year-old grandson Gray is on 
his way to help feed the bottle calves,” 
says grandfather Dickson Sistare of 
Lancaster, South Carolina. “He spends 
all of his time at the barn.” 
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“Our grandson loves playing with 
the baby goats,” says Sandra Weber 
of Mohnton, Pennsylvania. Carter 
finally got a chance to feed one on a 
recent trip to a friend’s farm. 
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Meet the Beauty 


in the Beast 


Discover this spectacular 6V2-carat green treasure 
from Mount St Helens! 

F or almost a hundred years it lay dormant. Silently building strength. At 
10,000 feet high, it was truly a sleeping giant. Until May 18, 1980, when 
the beast awoke with violent force and revealed its greatest secret. Mount St. 
Helens erupted, sending up a 80,000-foot column of ash and smoke. From 
that chaos, something beautiful emerged... our spectacular Helenite Necklace. 


EXCLUSIVE 

FREE 

Helenite Earrings 

-a $129 value- 

with purchase of 


Helenite Necklace 



Helenite is produced from the heated volcanic 
rock of Mount St. Helens and the brilliant green 
creation has captured the eye of jewelry designers 
worldwide. Today you can wear this massive 
6 y 2 -carat stunner for only $1491 



i 


Make yonr emeralds jealous. Our Helenite 

Necklace puts the green stone center stage, 
with a faceted pear-cut set in .925 sterling 
silver finished in luxurious gold. The 
explosive origins of the stone are 
echoed in the flashes of light that 
radiate as the piece swings 
gracefully from its 18" luxuri¬ 
ous gold-finished sterling 
silver chain. Today the vol¬ 


cano sits quiet, but this 
unique piece of American natural history continues 
to erupt with gorgeous green fire. 


Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Bring home 
the Helenite Necklace and see for yourself. If you 
are not completely blown away by the rare beauty 
of this exceptional stone, simply return the 
necklace within 30 days for a full refund of your 
purchase price. 

JEWELRY SPECS: 

- 6 Vi ctw Helenite in gold-finished sterling silver setting 

- 18" gold-finished sterling silver chain 

Limited to the first 2200 orders from this ad only 

Helenite Necklace (6 n /2 ctw). Only $149 +s&p 

Helenite Stud Earrings (1 ctw). $129 +S&P 

Helenite Set S3?S.. Co//-/n pr/ce only $149 +S&P 

(Set includes necklace and earrings) 

Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer. 

1 - 800 - 333-2045 





Necklace 
enlarged to 
show luxurious 
color. 



“My wife received more 
compliments on this stone 
on the first day she wore it 
than any other piece of jewelry 

I've ever given her. 


Promotional Code HEL880-04 

Please mention this code when you call. 


* 


BEB 



// 


Suucr 


Rating of A+ 


- J. from Orlando, FL 
Stauer Client 


® 


14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. HEL880-04, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com 


Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices 
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Marlene on the 620 that 
once belonged to her 
dad; right, kids ride in 
a colorful wagon train. 
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Spring Is Finally Here! 


I t can be tough to get farmers 
off of their fields on an April 
morning when the weather is 
good, but out they come each 
year for Plow Day. 

Many people go down for the 
pancake breakfast, putt-putting 
to the gathering on old 2-cycle 
John Deeres. They swap stories 
of restorations, repairs, unusual 
sounds and what they think other 
tractor drivers are doing wrong. 
Families and farmers come to 


celebrate the new season with 
tractor and carriage rides. 

I usually seek out one tractor 
in particular. It used to belong to 
my father. After his death, it made 
its way into the hands of someone 
intent on restoring it. The new 
owner, Paul Rouse, graciously 
shared the restoration story with 
me and let me pose with the tractor. 

I also love watching my neighbor 
Steve thrill the youngsters with 
a ride in his multi-colored wagon 


train. Each little car on the train is 
painted to represent one of the big 
tractor manufacturers. Kids around 
here learn at an early age to favor 
Fords, Deeres or one of the others. 

Once all the tractors are lined 
up, the farmers make short work 
of the designated field with their 
synchronized plowing. What 
a fantastic way to spend a perfect 
spring morning. 

MARLENE SMITH 
HOMER , NEW YORK 






























HEAR THE SOUNDS THAT MATTER 


m 


ClearChoice is a RECHARGEABLE, state-of-the-art Personal Sound 
Amplification Product (PSAP). With patented pre-formed sound tubes and ultra 
soft ear domes, ClearChoice PSAPs are simple, convenient, and designed 
to be discreet and comfortable behind your ear. Designed for comfort 
and customization with multiple digital settings for better listening in 
different environments allow you to hear what matters most! 

The technology inside every ClearChoice PSAP improves the 
quality of lower, softer sounds as well as dampening loud noises. 

The ClearChoice PSAP comes with a rechargeable dual base 
charging station. Simply place into the holder to recharge at 
night while you sleep. No more fumbling with tiny batteries. 
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CONVENIENT 
EASY TO USE 
COMFORTABLE 

DISCREET 

ADJUSTABLE 

100% DIGITAL 


Delivered directly to your home 

Simply place in the holder to recharge at night 

Patented pre-formed sound tubes 
& ultra soft ear domes 

Virtually invisible behind the ear design 

Volume control and three programs for better 
listening...even in noisy environments 

Digital technology improves lower, softer sounds 
and dampens loud noises 



Dual Charging 
Base Included 


NEVER BUY BATTERIES AGAIN! 

EXPERIENCE CLEARCHOICE WITH 
OUR 45-DAY IN-HOME TRIAL 


Call Toll Free 1-866-737-8279 and Mention Code FR0417R 

www.cchearinghelp.com 


We always recommend you consult a physician, audiologist, or other licensed professional for a complete hearing examination. 

© 2017 Clearchoice Hearing Products, LLC. All Rights Reserved 
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Rebuild, Reuse, Recycle 


OUR BRICK BARN WAS BUILT over 90 years ago using recycled materials from 
a two-story house that was on the property. I’m proud to say we still use our 
family heirloom barn to house livestock and machinery. 

A brick barn is quite unusual in this area, but ours is pretty traditional on the 
inside, with box stalls, a granary and a haymow. As a child, I spent many hours 
playing in the barn with my siblings and cousins. Now my great-grandchildren 
are enjoying it just as I did. 


DAN A. NEALEIGH 
GREENVILLE , OHIO 



farm&ranch 

LIVING’S 



Visit our Facebook page to connect 
with other Farm & Ranch Living 
readers—and participate in the 
return of Mystery Tool. 



Facebook.com/ 

farmandranchliving 



Post the riddles from your shed 
and help other readers solve their 
mysteries...like the strange object 
(left) that Jason Confer found. 


Jason Confer ► Farm & Ranch Living 

Does anyone know what this is? My 
father-in-law picked it up at an auction. 
It came with a bunch of other items. 


If you have an idea, head to 
Facebook and post it as a reply 
below the photo. Well see you there! 
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GRASS SEED WILL NEVER GROW A LAWN LIKE THIS! 

Save Water! Save Time! Save Work! Save Money! 


Grass Seed Is 
For The Birds! 

Stop wasting money, time 
and work sowing new grass 
seed each spring, only 
to see birds eat the seed - 
or rain wash it away - 
before it can root. Plant a 
genuine Amazoy™ Zoysia 
lawn from our living Plugs 
only once... and never plant 

Zoysia Grows Where 
Other Grass Doesn’t! 

Zoysia is the perfect choice for hard-to-cover spots, 
areas that are play-worn or have partial shade, and 
for stopping erosion on slopes. North, South, East, 
West - Zoysia grows in any soil, no ifs, ands or buts! 



a new lawn again! 


Your Assurance of Lawn SUCCESS 

Each Order for Amazoy Zoysia is 

GUARANTEED 


Guaranteed to grow new green shoots within 45-60 
days or we’ll replace it FREE - for up to 1 year-just call 
us. We ONLY ship you living genuine Amazoy Zoysia 
grass harvested direct from our farms. Easy planting 
and watering instructions are included with each 
order. Reordering assumes success of previous orders, 
initiating a new one-year guarantee but only for the 
most recent order. 


Eliminates Endless 
Weeds And Weeding! 

No more pulling out weeds by hand or weeds 
sprouting up all over your lawn. Zoysia Plugs spread 
into a dense, plush, deep-rooted, established lawn 
that drives out unwanted growth and stops crab- 
grass and summer weeds from germinating. 

Environmentally Friendly, 
No Chemicals Needed! 

No weeding means no chemicals. You’ll never 
have to spray poisonous pesticides and weed 

killers again! Zoysia lawns are safer for the 
environment, as well as for family and pets! 

Cuts Watering & Mowing 
By As Much As 2/3! 

Many established 
Zoysia lawns only 
need to be mowed 
once or twice a 
season. Watering 
is rarely, if ever, 
needed - even in 
summer! 



www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag 


©2017 Zoysia Farm Nurseries, 3617 Old Taneytown Rd, Taneytown, MD 21787 


Stays Green In Summer 
Through Heat & Drought! 

When ordinary lawns brown up in summer heat and 
drought, your Zoysia lawn stays green and beautiful. 
The hotter it gets, the better it grows. Zoysia thrives 
in blistering heat (120 °J, yet it won’t winter-kill to 
30° below zero. It only goes off its green color 
after killing frosts, but color returns with consistent 
spring warmth. Zoysia is the perfect choice for 
water restrictions and drought areas! 

Now TWO Ways to Start 
Your Amazoy Zoysia Lawn! 

1) Freestyle plugs come in uncut sheets containing 
a maximum of 150 -1” plugs that can be planted 
up to 1 ft. apart. Freestyle plugs allow you to make 
each plug bigger and plant further apart - less 
cutting and planting - you decide. 

2) New Super Plugs come precut into individual 
3”x3” plugs ready-to-plant (minimum 1 per 4 sq. ft.). 
They arrive in easy to handle trays of 15 Super Plugs. 
Save more time and get your new lawn even faster! 
Order only online at www.zoysiafarms.com/mag 
or call us at 410-756-2311. 


Meyer Zoysia Grass was perfected by 
the U.S. Gov’t, released in cooperation with 
the U.S. Golf Association as a superior grass. 
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Order Your ZOYSIA Plugs Now—Harvested Daily From Our Farms And Shipped To You Direct! 


GET UP TO 900 FREESTYLE PLUGS -FREE 


FREESTYLE PLUGS. You decide how big to cut the plugs! 

Please send me guaranteed Amazoy Freestyle Plugs (up to 150 per sheet) as marked. 


Quantity 

Max Plugs* 

Free Plugs 

Grass Sheets* 

Your PRICE 

+ Shipping 

SAVINGS 


150 

— 

1 

$14.95 

$8.00 

— 


500 

100 

4 

$45.60 

$14.00 

35% 


750 

150 

6 

$63.50 

$18.00 

41% 


1100 

400 

10 

$87.50 

$24.00 

51% 


1500 

900 

16 

$125.00 

$30.00 

58% 

□ 30" Step-on Plugger $8.95 + $5 shipping 1 □ 4" Amazoy Power Auger for 3/8" drill $14.95 + $5 shipping 

□ 30" Stand-up Amazoy Power Auger for 3/8" drill $19.95 + $5 shipping 


Mail to: ZOYSIA FARM NURSERIES 

3617 Old Taneytown Road, Taneytown, MD 21787 


Write price of order here 
Md. residents add 6% tax 
Shipping 

ENCLOSED TOTAL 

Card# 

Name 


Dept. 5953 


s 

i 


-. _1-— 

_ 



Payment method 
(check one) 

□ Check QM0 

□ MasterCard 

□ Visa 

Exp. Date_ 


* Each grass sheet can produce up to 150 -1" square plugs. See other options online at www.zoysiafarms.com/mag 
Amazoy is the trademark registered U.S. 

Patent Office for our Meyer Zoysia grass. 


Address 

City 

Zip _ 


State 


Phone 


We ship all orders the same day plugs are packed at earliest correct planting time in your area. 

Order Now! www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag Not shipped outside the USA or into WA or OR 
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PARADISE 
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LOVIN’ THE LIFE I PRETTIEST PLACE 


Paradise 

Found 


A sweet spot of land along the Mississippi River 
brings a smile to everyone who visits. 

BY ROSANNE FIBEGER ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA PHOTOS BY JON FIBEGER 


P aradise Farm is located 
in Sand Lake Coulee, 
on the bluffs along 
the Mississippi River 
in La Crosse County, 
Wisconsin. It was once a dairy 
farm, part of 165 mostly wooded 
acres. The farm sits in its own 
valley, surrounded on three sides 
by forested hills; after you drive the 
curvy road to reach the property, 
it seems untouched by time. The 
Hanson family—my family—has 
lived here on Paradise Farm for 
several generations. 

I own the farm with my three 
siblings, Eric Hanson, Signe 
Thompson and Sigurd Hanson. 


Eric lives on the land, and he has 
taken great care of the place. He 
keeps the paint fresh, puts on new 
roofs and more. He takes such pride 
in how lovely the farm looks. 

The farm has many buildings 
that you don’t often see anymore. 
Besides the farmhouse and barn, 
there is a machine shed, summer 
kitchen, woodshed, large granary 
and icehouse. Most buildings have 
been kept up or fixed up. The barn 
needs work, but it’s a big barn, and 
its rehabilitation will require more 
money than we have. We keep 
looking for a grant or organization 
to help finance a full renovation of 
the barn. 


The entire family views Paradise 
Farm as a treasure, and it is our 
favorite place to go. We have a lot 
of parties and gatherings there. 
During the summertime, we always 
have a hot dog roast, hayrides and 
hikes up the ridge into the woods. 
The children love playing Little 
House on the Prairie in the summer 
kitchen, and pretending to run 
a restaurant with the old wood stove 
that’s in there. 

Since the farm is surrounded by 
hills, there’s lots of sledding in the 
winter. We also enjoy snowshoeing. 
My son Jon got engaged to his wife, 
Emily, while they were snowshoeing 
on the ridge one January. 
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PARADIS 

FARM 


Rosanne s 
grandson 
Brodie loves 
being around 
the tractors. 
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As times have changed , what farm owners do 
with their property has also changed. The farm 
continues to be a magnet for people. 


We also love sharing the farm 
with others. The large granary shed 
is a great event center. We have held 
our family reunions, class reunions, 
wedding showers, baby showers 
and birthday parties in the granary. 
I’ll never forget the thankfulness 
party we held for my husband, Fred, 
10 years after his successful heart 
transplant. We celebrated with 
some 80 of our friends and family 
members, all of whom supported 
Fred during the trying days of his 
transplant and hospitalization. 

A wealthy Norwegian immigrant, 
Ole Solberg, initially homesteaded 
our land, in 1858. Solberg built 
a three-story log house and brought 
in hired help, including a chauffeur. 
He planted numerous fruit trees 


and told the help they could eat 
from any tree—except a favorite 
apple that belonged to his wife. The 
forbidden apple tree reminded the 
farm workers of the Garden of Eden, 
so they began calling the place 
Paradise Farm. 

My great-grandparents Peder 
and Pauline Hanson moved to the 
farm in 1888 and purchased it in 
1893. Their son, my grandfather 
Carl Peter “Charlie” Hanson, had it 
registered as Paradise Farm in 
1939 and painted the name on the 
side of the barn. 

Like so many small family farms, 
Paradise eventually became too 
small to support a family. From the 
1970s until the ’90s, my father, along 
with my brother Eric, rented land 


from neighboring farms to make the 
operation sustainable. But nearby 
towns soon encroached upon the 
farm’s boundaries. In 1993, Eric 
sold the dairy cows and took a job 
in town. Though the animals left 
that year, the tillable land continues 
to be rented by another farmer 
who lives several miles away. That 
income helps pay the farm’s taxes. 

As times have changed, what farm 
owners do with their property has 
also changed. The farm continues 
to be a magnet for people, and this 
past summer we rented it out for 
an event for the first time. Eric, 
Signe, Sigurd and I love sharing our 
treasure with others, and we hope to 
hang on to this paradise for as long 
as possible. F3 
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NEW Rechargeable 
Digital Hearing Aid 
Technology Only $ 179 !* 

(*Each when you buy a pair) 


Rechargeable is now affordable. The new 
HearClear™ HCRC eco-friendly hearing aid 



A) Microphone 


B) Program Button 


combines advanced technology with a low price. 


E C) Rocker Volume Control 
D) USB Charging Port & 


The Rechargeable HCRC! 


Digital sound processing chip 
provides crystal clear sound and 
makes speech easier to understand 

with less feedback than old analog 



technology 

Never worry about replacing 
batteries again! 2 Hour Charge 
Gives 16 Hours of Use! 

Micro USB Cable (included) charges 
your hearing aid in the car, with a 
computer or plugged in the wall! 

Easy On / Off Button 

Automatic Noise Reduction and 
Feedback Canceler 

100% Money Back Guarantee 


Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aid - For Only $179!* 

The new HearClear™ HCRC Rechargeable Digital Hearing 
Aids are now available to you for an unbelievable price! This 
quality digital hearing aid has the same key elements that all 
high end digital hearing aids share, but is also rechargeable. 
The microphone picks up the sound and sends an electrical 
signal to the digital signal processor which is the "brains" 
of the hearing aid. The sound is then adjusted to amplify 
important speech sounds as well as filtering out unwanted 
noise. Once the digital processor has amplified the sound, it 
is passed to the receiver (also known as the speaker) which 
emits a corrected and amplified sound through the sound 
tube into your ear. 


Hear up to 3 times better when 
you wear a pair of hearing aids 
compared to wearing just one! 


5 Star Reviews 

No More Dead Batteries! "This 
HearClear HCRC rechargeable hearing 
aid works all the time! Unlike hearing 
aids powered by throwaway batteries 
that go dead at the worst time, I plug 
these in at night and the hearing aid 
charge lasts all day, every day." 

Great Hearing Aid! Tm really glad 
I tried the HearClear HCRC! It works 
as good as or better than the more 
expensive ones I've purchased in the past. 
It's great that the price is reasonable. 
Thank you for the great product." 


Most importantly, your new HearClear HCRC 
hearing aids work at a fraction of the cost 
of name-brand hearing aids, and you don't :h:: 

have to keep changing the batteries! You 
will also love the comfortable, lightweight 
Open-fit design. 

You can spend thousands for an expensive 
hearing aid or you can spend just $189 for a hearing aid that 
just plain works (only $179 each when you buy a pair). We 
are so sure you will love our product, that we offer a 100 % 
Money Back Guarantee - Risk Free if you are not satisfied 
for any reason. 



*MONEY SAVING OFFER! 

Use Coupon Code: F74 

1-877-273-1638 

BUY A PAIR andSAVE s 20! 

(Coupon Code & Price Valid For A Limited Time Only) 



T 


Advanced Affordable Hearing 

Affordable Quality Since 1996! 


TM 




RISK 

•FREE* 

Trial 


US Company 

Owned And 
Operated 


FDA 

REGISTERED 


Visit and Save: www.AdvancedHearing.com/F74 
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FROM KIDS 


Grace is 
excited to 
start raising 
her next 
herd of kids. 
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The Bleats Just 
Can’t Be Beat 

The hours are long and arduous, but raising goats 
brings sweet rewards. 

BY GRACE GARDNER, AGE 12 GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO 


T he morning began the 
same way as so many 
before it: I pulled on my 
rubber boots, my breath 
coming out in puffs from 
the effort. Wrapping my coat tightly 
around me, I trudged out to the 
Dorseys’ field next door, where I was 
keeping three dairy goats. I had bred 
two of them in November, and one 
of my does, Smudge, was nearly 
three days overdue. 

Reaching the field, I lifted the 
chain on the rusty gate; it squeaked 


its “good morning” as I swung it 
open. My light hit the shelter as 
I rounded the milk shed, and four 
small, frightened eyes shone out of 
the straw next to two big, wise ones. 

“Oh, Smudge!” I cried. 

Smudge had finally kidded! 

I hugged her and then picked up 
a moist, warm bundle. I nuzzled 
the newborn’s fuzzy neck. She was 
a soft brown color with beautiful 
black socks. I named her Cinnamon. 

I admired the second kid’s white 
spots against fur as black as night. 


“Just like her mama,” I said. She 
would later be known as Mottle. 

I knocked excitedly at the 
Dorseys’ door, yelling, “Mrs. Naomi, 
the babies are here!” 

Mrs. Naomi is a retired nurse, and 
I knew she could help me with the 
newborns. We dipped the kids’ 
umbilical cords in iodine tincture to 
prevent infection and dried their 
wet, sticky legs. My parents showed 
up with their video camera and 
poured warm molasses water for 
the proud mama. The two tired kids, 
their tiny bellies stretched with 
colostrum, were in our toasty 
kitchen and settled down for their 
first nap by 7 that morning. 

Smudge did not come into milk 
quickly, though. I had to milk her 
every couple of hours, squeezing out 
each drop for the kids. 

The kids grew big and lively. 
Cinnamon learned to jump the 
fence with ease, and Mottle wasn’t 
far behind. They would frolic in the 
fresh spring grass until I’d return to 
imprison them. 

Soon my second doe, Dixie, gave 
birth to triplets. The babies grew 
fast, and horn buds sprouted on 
every head. We worked quickly to 
remove the buds, as nasty things 
happen if the horns aren’t removed 
early enough. 

My days followed a dreamy 
routine of milking, feeding, washing 
and playing with the kids. Every 
night I fell into my bed happy and 
exhausted. Then one day we 
received an answer to an ad we had 
placed about the goats. A woman 
from a dude ranch wanted to buy 
the triplets for herself and the other 
two for her neighbor. The goats 
would have a big field and good care, 
and she offered me a fair price. 

What would it be like with them 
gone? No joyous bleats as I walked 
through the gate, no impatient kids 
to bottle-feed. They were going to 
a good home, however, and that 
made me happy. Now I’m looking 
forward to next spring, when I can 
breed my new doe, Naomi, and start 
the whole thing over again. E 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

FREEZE DR/AT HOME 

Airid Chef Shares Her Best Kept Secret 


Sharon Woolsey isn't afraid to 
experiment in the kitchen- Her two 
years in South America made her an 
adventurous chef; and, her husband 
and three children motivate her to 
cook healthy meals that everyone 
will enjoy. 

Sharon is a hardworking mom trying 
to balance home management, 
part-time work, church and community 
involvement, and everything else. 

li Of all the interesting, and innovative 
appliances fve worked with, this was 
possibly the most amazing, the most 
interesting, and the most innovative' 1 
Sharon said after her first few 
months with the Harvest Right 
freeze dryer 

This convenient freeze dryer is about 
the size of a mini-fridge and can be 
used in a variety of locations such as 
a kitchen, spare room, laundry room, 
or even a garage. Sharon keeps her 
freeze dryer in her garage during the 
winter and brings it into her food 
storage closet during the hot 
summer months. 

This appliance is a game changer for 
a lot of reasons. It can freeze dry 6 to 
10 pounds of food at a time, which 
amounts to 1,500 pounds of food per 
year. When stored properly, 
freeze-dried foods can last for 15 to 
25 years, making it an essential tool 
for anyone who practices food 
storage like Sharon. 


Freeze drying leaves the nutritional 
integrity, as well as the taste and 
appearance, of the food completely 
intact. A grape still looks like a grape; a 
slice of peach still looks as fresh as it 
did before it was freeze dried; meats 
and seafood stay fresh and taste fresh 
even after being freeze dried. 
Whether freeze drying full meals like 
lasagna and beef stew or preserving 
dairy products like Cheddar cheese, 
yogurt and ice cream, Sharon has the 
confidence that the food is going to 
taste great. 

Resides preserving meals as long 
term storage for her family and 
making delicious baked goods, 
Sharon has also found her freeze 
dryer useful in preserving her garden 
bounty. Like many avid gardeners, 
Sharon saw her food going to waste 
because she couldn’t use the produce 
fast enough. Now, she has a solution 
that keeps her goods fresh until she’s 
ready to use them. 

“[1 love to preserve] my fresh produce 
in the freeze dryer because it plumps 
back to life so beautifully. It’s also the 
absolute best way to preserve herbs, 
especially as they retain 100 percent 
of their flavor." 

Produce from the garden isn't all a 
freeze dryer can save from going to 
waste. Leftover meals and ripening 
grocery-store produce stay out of the 
trash can thanks to the freeze dryer. 
With foods that ripen quickly, like 
bananas or avocados, the Harvest 


Right freeze dryer can preserve them 
in their prime. Sharon noted that her 
Harvest Right freeze dryer is “a game 
changer" for her beautifully 
preserved avocados. 


Hanx^r Right Freeze Dryers are easy to use. 
aJffonkiMe, and present ktrcje batches of food 
within 24 to 36 hours. 

The ability to keep food from going 
bad helps offset the price tag, Sharon 
said. Families throw out $2,250 worth 
of food a year on average. That 
number alone almost pays for the 
freeze dryer. It is perfect to freeze 
dry food that would otherwise go to 
waste so that it can be used as a meal 
in a few weeks or to be eaten in 25 
years. 

Freeze dried pineapple, grapes and 
yogurt drops have replaced Sharon’s 
kid’s favorite candy. She turns 
freeze-dried kale and Greek yogurt 
into powder to add to her morning 
smoothies; and freeze-dried ice 
cream dipped in chocolate has 
become a popular treat at her house 
parties. Sharon has found a way to 
turn this remarkable food storage 
technique into a way of life. 

Learn more about this revolutionary 
appliance at 1 IarvestRight.com or call 
1-800-881-8178. 
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LOVIN’ THE LIFE J BOOK EXCERPT 


A Letter to Young Farmers 

A committed gardener and nutrition professor encourages young 


I ’ve grown food for almost 50 
years—very seriously for at 
least 20—but I’ve never needed 
to market the products of my 
soil to pay my way. So I’ll start 
by acknowledging that our stakes in 
this enterprise are very different. 
Nevertheless, I hope you’ll find what 
I have to say useful. 

In the class I teach about food 
and the environment, one of the 
readings is a multipage chart 
showing the change over time in 
the number of farms in the United 
States and the percentage of the 
total population engaged in farming. 
Right after Europeans landed in 
North America, almost everyone did 
some food growing; they had to if 
they were going to eat. But between 
1790 and 1890, when the new 
nation’s population ballooned from 
roughly 4 million to 62 million, the 
percentage of farmers was halved. 
Yet as the 20th century opened, well 
over one-third of the population was 


still farming. Most people knew 
farmers; many people had close 
relatives who farmed. 

My father’s family had farmed in 
Iowa, and his oldest brother still did 
when I was a child. Selling some 
of the family’s farmland helped us 
through the Great Depression. I can 
still remember my mother sitting 
on the front steps crying with relief 
when the check arrived. But I never 
lived on a farm. 

After the soil fertility-destroying 
catastrophe of the Dust Bowl and 
the outmigration of Southern 
sharecroppers to wartime jobs in 
the 1940s, the farming population 
had dropped to 12 percent by 1950. 
Federal policies, big machines, 
and the crop chemicals that came 
to characterize “modern” farming 
after World War II encouraged the 
expansion of the remaining farms. 
“Get big or get out” was the slogan, 
and farmers did: As farm size more 
than doubled between 1950 and 


1990, the farm population crashed 
from 25 million to 4.6 million. 

By 1993, only 2 percent of 
Americans were living on farms, 
and the government concluded that 
there were too few people actually 
farming to be worth counting. 

“Farm residence is no longer 
a reliable indication of whether or 
not someone is involved in farming,” 
stated the U.S. Census Bureau in its 
final issue of Residents of Farm and 
Rural Areas in 1991. “The cost of 
collecting and publishing statistics 
on farm residents and farmers 
in separate reports could no longer 
be justified.” 

And today, as farm size continues 
to increase, though more slowly, 
and as the number of farms still 
declines, the average farmer keeps 
getting older. This farmer was 58.3 
in the 2012 census, a continuation of 
a 30-year trend of steady aging out. 
Only 6 percent of farmers are under 
35. Which is, I think, you. 



Ordinary Americans... are newly 
interested in these healthy young folks 
they see at farmers markets. 

-JOAN DYE GUSSOW 












food producers to connect Americans with their meals, by joan dye gussow 


To chart the trend of those 
statistics into the future is to wonder 
where you might be heading. 
Economist Stewart Smith, noticing 
that the declining portion of the 
food dollar that went to the farmer 
was tracking toward zero, once 
asked whether there would be any 
farming in U.S. agriculture in the 
years ahead. Indeed, to wander the 
supermarket today is to begin to ask 
whether there will be any actual 
food-growing involved in U.S. 
agriculture. With millions of acres 
of our farmland devoted to growing 
corn destined to feed animals and 
cars and be turned into sugar, it is 
not a stupid question. 

So where do you fit in? You were 
born into a world in which very few 
people had a farmer in their life and 
“food” was a category that included 
tens of thousands of items with no 
recognizable relationship to the soil. 
I doubt very much that your family 
raised you to be a farmer. So I 
suspect you’ve committed yourself 
to this profession because you 
want to grow real food for people, 
not commodity crops, not raw 
materials— but food. And although 
there are still 40,000 items in the 
average grocery store, you are 


coming into agriculture when sales 
of those food-like objects are 
declining, farmers markets are 
multiplying, and another sort of 
food supply begins to look possible. 

Ordinary Americans, even those 
who have no memories of farmers in 
their families, are newly interested 
in these healthy young folks they 
see at farmers markets, and they are 
increasingly aware that farmers, not 
giant corporations, are the reliable 
producers of safe and nutritious 
food. Nationally, we have decided 
that children need to meet farmers 
and learn, in school gardens, how 
food grows. In certain circles, 
farmers are even considered 
glamorous, though they themselves 
know well that the daily lives they 
lead are not. 

All this means that, remarkably 
enough, you will be privileged 
to grow food for eaters, not just 
for corporations, and you will 
sometimes—perhaps often—have 
a chance to meet someone who is 
personally grateful for the crops you 
produce. Maybe you’ll be standing at 
your stall in a local farmers market 
and a grown woman with tears in 
her eyes will come up and say she 
hasn’t seen a sweet potato like yours 


since she pulled one out of the 
ground 40 years earlier. So although 
you’re unlikely to make a lot of 
money doing what you love, you’re 
very likely to make a lot of people 
happy. Thank you for feeding us. 

[Excerpted from Letters to a Young 
Farmer: On Food, Farming, and 
Our Future by Stone Barns Center 
for Food & Agriculture , edited by 
Martha Hodgkins , published by 
Princeton Architectural Press , 2017. 
Reprinted here with permission of 
the publisher.] 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

I had a chance 
to read Letters to 
a Young Farmer 
before its release 
and thought 
these essays would 
resonate with our 
readers. There are 
dozens of entries 
from writers 
who have been farming most of their 
lives—people like Joel Salatin, Verlyn 
Klinkenborg and Temple Grandin. 

The book is an honest look at food 
production and an inspiring take on 
farm life. Letters to a Young Farmer is 
sold on Amazon and at bookstores. I 
hope you enjoy it as much as I did. 

— A.W. 
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LOVIN’ THE LIFE I HEN HI JINKS 


From Coop 
to Co-Op 

Audrey Henburn and Jennifer Heniston 
get cameos in this farm production. 

BY SHELLIE McSLOY CINCINNATUS, NEW YORK 

I f you have the privilege of owning chickens, you 
may be familiar with “chicken math.” For those 
who aren’t aware of the concept, let me explain. 

Once you become a proud chicken mama or 
papa, a phenomenon occurs where you feel an 
intense need to expand your brood. If you aren’t 
careful, a few starter chickens can turn into eight or 
12 or 20.1 kept this in mind and restrained myself 
when the time came to make my first poultry purchase. 

I had wanted chickens for a while, but one thing 
or another had always held me back... Chickens are 
smelly. Chickens like to scratch—they’ll dig up the 
mulch in your flower beds. You don’t have a coop. You 
can still buy eggs at the grocery store, can’t you? 

Then my husband and I moved to a farm with an 
existing coop and a fenced-in yard. I could visualize 
my chicken idea turning into reality. I definitely 
wanted Rhode Island Reds, and I definitely wanted 
laying hens—no roosters. After a bit of searching, 

I welcomed five lovely ladies into my family: Henrietta 
(the head hen), Amber, Lucy, Scarlet and Ginger. They 
settled in, and rewarded me with fresh eggs. 

I vowed not to acquire any more chickens until the 
following spring, but I had a dilemma. If I got more 
chickens, what would I do with the extra eggs? A few of 
my friends also liked the thought of fresh-laid eggs, but 
either didn’t have the right space or lived in a town 
where chickens weren’t allowed. An idea began to form. 
Why not turn my chicken coop into a chicken co-op? 

It is a simple model. Each person pays a membership 
fee to acquire a share. This covers the cost of a hen and 
monthly expenses for food and care. Members name 
their chickens, get pictures of their chickens, visit their 
chickens and, of course, receive fresh eggs. 

Although my father-in-law still claims I’m running 
some type of chicken Ponzi scheme, I assure you that 
the co-op is quite honorable. 

The co-op members and I did some research on 
breeds, and then we took a vote. We selected the 
Golden Laced Wyandotte, and soon enough, a group of 
fluffy sisters with shiny black and gold feathers arrived. 
Henny Penny, Audrey Henburn, Jennifer Heniston and 
Cleopatra quickly established themselves as members 
of the flock. Then, after patiently waiting and watching, 
came the prize. Little Henny Penny presented us with 
the first egg: extra small, brown, perfect. 15 



Shellie’s bright red co-op coop (top) is home to all 
nine of the group’s chickens. Membership fees pay for 
acquiring a chicken (above), visitation and fresh eggs. 
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BIKE 2 TRIKE USA 

ANY BIKE FOR $2,795 00 OR LESS 


DISCOUNT PRICES FOR TRIKE KITS 
CONVERT YOUR MOTORCYCLE INTO A TRIKE 

CALL 708-258-0055 
or BIKE2TRIKEUSA.COM 


COSTA RICAN CATTLE & 
RECREATION RANCH FOR SALE 

BEST OFFER 

• Spectacular Tropical Forest-one-mile frontage, 
wide fishing river 

• National Park west border 

• Pacific Ocean-30 miles 

• Liberia, Costa Rica airport (UR) 1.5 hour drive 

• Year-round 78 degree weather 

• 300-head Brahma feeder cattle - Fenced 
paddock rotation 

• Solid current income from production 

• https://youtu.be/bE61b7leWac 

CALL FOR DETAILS 

1-800-870-1891 



QUALITY PULL MOWERS S 


LASnAND 


BLUliJiTD 


KISH CUT MOWERS 






Acrfase Rough Cm Mowers otter Hie heaviest built 
dealt design and a wider range ot features and 
options than any other pull hehind mower. 

44" & 57" deck sties. 

Large 19-27 HP electric start engine options. <5 
Attach to Aiv s a UTV s. 


For a free catalog and product DVD please 
call 815-539-6954 or visitwww.kunzeng.com! 


These Books Will Knock Your Boots Off! 
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The New York Times bestsellinc 

*- 

authp r's Morgan Ranch series 

trails the Morgan brothers 
who've returned home to 
save their family ranch— 

and lasso love. 


Find the true meaning of 
love and freedom in the 
American West with the 
Wind River Valley series from 
the New York Times bestsellinc 
author and U.S. navy Veteran. 


In this series opener trom 
America's First Lady of Romance 
a war hero in need of love 
meets a strong woman in need 
of forgiveness in the heart of 
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LOVIN’ THE LIFE 


BRANDING DAY 



A Different Kind 
of Cattle Call 

Everyone in the Connell family has a role to play on branding day. 

BY RACHEL CONNELL STAPLES, MINNESOTA 


T he sun hasn’t quite topped 
the trees by 6 a.m. on 
Mother’s Day, but I need 
to get moving all the 
same. A crew of nearly 
10 people is coming to brand and 
vaccinate more than 70 head of 
cattle. The trumpeting call of the 
sandhill crane echoes across the 
wetland near our house, and I smile 
on my way to saddle the horses 
because spring has come again. 


My mother keeps an eye on two 
of our three children back at the 
house while my husband and I work 
alongside our eldest son, 10, and my 
father, brother, brother-in-law and 
a few friends. 

My mare whinnies as I approach. 
The other horses wait and stamp 
impatiently. I finish tacking up all 
seven horses to bring in the herd 
just as a truck pulls into the yard. 
My husband is back with a cooler 


full of the vaccines we will be using 
throughout the day. He puts them in 
the barn refrigerator before joining 
me to watch the sun rise above the 
trees. We’re almost ready. 

The others begin to arrive within 
the hour. The chute is set up, and 
the smoke curls up from the blazing 
branding fire. The group mounts 
up, and we ride together through 
the double gates to bring in the herd. 
The animals aren’t hard to find. We 
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Mother cows gather 

nervously around the gates 
(above) while their calves 
are roped for branding, 
vaccinations (far left) and 
ear tags (left). Branding 
day requires hours of 
hard work, but family and 
friends pitch in to help 
make it a success. 


circle them and I take the drag with 
my son, herding from the rear. My 
husband, brother and brother-in-law 
have the flanks covered. My father 
rides point to push the lead cows 
toward the fence line. 

The cattle trot down the alley, 
and we catch them in the holding 
pens near the chute. We dismount 
once the gates are shut and tie the 
horses in the barn. The sorting has 
begun. I grab my notepad and pen 
to write down the numbers of each 
cow, calf and bull we vaccinate. We 
quickly sort the calves from their 
mothers into a separate pen, and we 
push the cows through the chute to 
get their shots, bug pour, wormer 
and a new ear tag. 

My brother remounts his horse 
to start roping calves. My husband 


and his brother hold each calf on 
the ground for vaccination. My 
father takes the branding iron from 
the fire, and the smell of burnt hair 
reaches my nostrils. I cringe at the 
pungent aroma. 

Calves bawl and their mamas 
bellow as the day progresses. 
Curses and shouts fill my ears as 
a calf knocks someone to the 
ground or gets accidentally poked 
with a syringe needle. It’s only 
11 a.m. and we aren’t even halfway 
done. Our feet are sore and our 
shoulders continue to slump, but 
we push on. 

Two hours and a handful of 
Band-Aids later, we finally finish. 
The babies are returned to their 
mamas and the herd is back out in 
the pasture. In a week, the whole 


group will be divided into three 
separate teams and hauled to their 
summer pastures. I watch the calves 
nuzzle their mothers and smile 
when they come away with milk- 
frosted noses. It’s a beautiful sight, 
and it makes the long, difficult day 
melt away. 

We clean up all the gear and head 
up to the house for a late lunch. The 
sloppy joes and baked beans my 
mom prepared hit the spot after 
a long day of working cattle. We sit 
around the campfire, laughing and 
telling stories as we finish our meal. 
Then we say our goodbyes as our 
friends and family head for home. 
My husband hugs me close as we 
watch the sun begin to set. Another 
successful branding has come and 
gone in Minnesota. S 
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GRASSROOT VENTURES 


A CSA STORY 



City Girl 
Goes Country 


A 43-acre dream farm is now home for 


this entrepreneurial homesteader. 

STORY BY BETHANEE WRIGHT VERONA, WISCONSIN 


I was the first girl born into my 
father’s family in 90 years. By 
the time I came along, we’d 
been entrepreneurial city 
dwellers for three generations; 
when I was growing up, we owned 
a hardware store that was just 
outside Milwaukee. But I always felt 
the pull of the countryside. 

My adopted grandmother and 
mentor, Diane, took me under her 
wing, teaching me how to cook with 
the seasons and to sew like I was 
a seamstress. I also owe thanks to 
the incredible Sister Lucy of the 
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration, who taught me how to 
weed effectively and produce food 
on a larger-than-garden scale. 

A few years of internships and near¬ 
minimum-wage jobs on organic 


farms helped me learn the craft of 
gardening and make some cash in 
the summers. 

After a few years of farm labor, 

I landed a job on a well-established 
250-member Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) farm, managing 
a crew of farm workers and worker 
shares. We’d pack boxes chock-full 
of vegetables every week during 
the growing season for our CSA 
members and fill the orders from 
restaurants and various wholesale 
accounts. People picked up their 
weekly CSA share from the farm or 
at one of the many drop-off sites we 
offered in town. 

Though Bethanee planted on just 
0.9 acre (top), she grew enough 
produce to fill gorgeous weekly 
boxes for 80 families (right). 
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Bethanee, her husband, 
Travis, and their dogs, 


I started my own operation, 
Winterfell Acres, named after the 
heroic Stark family’s homestead 
from George R.R. Martin’s “A Song 
of Ice and Fire” book series. I served 
20 families by renting land on that 
farm, and I continued to manage the 
larger CSA. My husband, Travis, and 
I lived on the farm in a 126-square- 
foot tiny house on wheels that year. 
It was a crazy and busy growing 
season capped with our marriage 
celebration under the giant oaks of 
southwestern Wisconsin. 

After my first season with my 
own CSA, we moved to a new home 
and I moved my farm to rented land 
on a 100-acre dairy farm. I rented 
less than an acre, but I tripled the 
size of my CSA. I started selling to 
restaurants and wholesale accounts. 
I also decided to quit working for 
anyone but myself. The experience 
was terrifying and splendid! I was 
making all the decisions and setting 
my hours, but that also meant I was 
responsible for all the results. If 
I didn’t get something done, it just 
didn’t happen. 

For the next growing season, 

I focused on optimizing as much 
of the farm as possible without 
increasing my acreage. I stayed 
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I work to encourage other 
women to follow their dreams, 
whether it’s running their own 
farm, starting a business or 
writing a food blog. 


at 0.9 acre and increased my 
CSA membership to 80 families. 

I used part of a small garage as my 
washing and packing facility, but 
I could feel how tight everything 
was getting. My business was 
growing and I knew it would be my 
last year at that farm. I was ready to 
create a farm of my own! 

Travis and I bought 43 acres 
south of Madison. All of a sudden 
we were caretakers of a tract that 
didn’t seem so big on paper, but 
was huge in reality. Thirty acres 
were overgrown with honeysuckle 
and buckthorn. The 15 acres of 
pastures where I wanted to grow my 
vegetables were tired and depleted 
(although organically certifiable). 

There was no infrastructure at all. 
We would have to build everything 
from scratch, even our home. But 
this is how we always wanted it. 

We didn’t want to buy dilapidated 
farm buildings that wouldn’t fit our 
needs as a vegetable farm. But it 
also meant we had a huge project 
to create our dream farmstead. 
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My goal now is to make a decent, 
honest and fulfilling living by 
working off the land; to eat delicious 
food; and to feed my community 
of customers. All my financial and 
infrastructure decisions are based 
on those goals. I love that my farm is 
led by one woman, me, and I want it 
to stay that way. 

Before I came along, the last 
woman born on my father’s side of 
the family was my great-great-aunt 
Myrtle. She owned a delicatessen 
in Milwaukee in the 1930s, long 
before most women ever considered 
entrepreneurship. I am proud to 
come from a lineage that honors and 
supports that, regardless of gender. 

I work to encourage other women 


to follow their dreams, whether it’s 
running their own farm, starting 
a business or writing a food blog. 

The world needs more people who 
are excited to go to work every day. 

I am doing my small part to help. 

Travis and I will be building our 
home in 2017, my greenhouse is up, 
and my vegetable packing shed is 
built. I’m spreading compost on 
my three new field plots. I will be 
increasing my vegetable production 
to 1.2 acres and hope to feed more 
than 100 families this season. In 
addition, we’re planting our dream 
mixed-species orchard. After years 
of planning and searching, we can 
finally have our farm. All we have to 
do now is build it. 
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VENTURES I COMPANION PLANTING 


Mother Nature’s 
Garden Plan 

A California farm family uses an idea as old as dirt to protect crops 
from disease, pests and weather, story and photos by destiny hagest 


W hen Jonathan and 

Jennifer Christ 
started their 
4-acre farm 
10 years ago in 

Brentwood, California, they planted 
corn and tomatoes in traditional 
rows. Insects did a number on their 


crops, and the remaining plants 
didn’t produce much. 

“After spending the money and 
time, I knew there had to be a better 
way, a more productive and easier 
way, that would allow me to 
regenerate my soils, produce 
a quality product, and spend less 


time doing it,” says Jonathan, who 
runs Marsh Creek Farmstead with 
his wife and their four children. 

The Christs changed their 
approach and tried polyculture 
farming, a method that imitates the 
way plants grow in nature—in 
complementary combinations. An 
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The “three sisters garden,” a 
common companion planting, 
produces beautiful harvests 
of corn, beans and squash. 



Comfrey 
blocks weeds 
and protects 
the soil. 



increase in ground cover reduces 
dependency on pesticides by 
encouraging “good bugs” and 
prevents weed growth. In addition, 
plant diversity helps retain nutrients 
in the soil. The switch from single¬ 
crop rows to resource- and labor- 
conserving plant combinations may 
have saved the Christs’ farm. 

“Fast forward to today, nearly 
10 years after I started, and things 
on the farm have never looked 
better,” Jonathan says. “What 
started out as a mostly empty field 
of dirt rows has blossomed into 
a diverse polyculture of over 
100 different types of perennial 
plantings. Fruits, nuts, vegetables 
and all kinds of herbs now dot the 
landscape, with yields available for 
sale 12 months of the year.” 

The key for Jonathan and Jennifer 
was comfrey, a multifaceted plant 
used for everything from animal 
feed to medicine. The ground cover 
crop has become Marsh Creek 
Farmstead’s main source of income. 
The Christs sell the cuttings and 
crowns online to people all over the 
country, hoping to spread the word 
on the many uses of comfrey and 
other plants as they grow a business 
rooted in polyculture. 

The term polyculture farming 
may sound like something new, but 
if you’ve ever grown a “three sisters 
garden”—planting corn, beans and 
squash in the same plot—you’ve 


Polyculture 
farming may 
sound like 
something new, 
but if you’ve 
ever grown a 
“three sisters 
garden”— 
planting 
corn, beans 
and squash 
in the same 
plot—you’ve 
practiced it. 

practiced it. The cornstalks provide 
climbing support for the beans, 
while the squash plants sprawl 
below them both. The large leaves 
of squash plants block out weeds 
and protect the soil from the hot 
summer sun, just as the comfrey 
does on the Christs’ farm. 

Located about 50 miles east of 
San Francisco, the Christs are in 
a comfortable place to grow food. 
Temperatures range from the teens 
in winter to the low 90s in summer. 

Though the temperatures work in 
the Christs’ favor, rainfall can be 
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Jonathan and 
Jennifer are 
raising Jackson, 
Lily, McKenzie 
and Griffin on 
the family’s 
4-acre farm. 


sparse. Polyculture planting helps 
there, too, allowing them to use less 
water. Being able to sell more crops 
than before is a bonus. 

Jonathan’s story is proof that 
polyculture is commercially viable, 
albeit on a small scale. 

Like the Christs, a growing 
number of young farmers have 
begun to rethink their farming 
methods by incorporating plant 
diversity and self-sustaining plots— 
and examining every facet of their 
resource management as they scale 
up food production. Without rows of 


a single crop to harvest, Jonathan 
says he has even cut down on his gas 
bill. “I sometimes go a month or two 
without even starting the tractor!” 

The challenge for polyculturists 
lies in large-scale production. 
Growing multiple crops in the same 
space often requires handpicking, 
a big burden for large farms. 

Polyculture farming is about more 
than just yield—it’s about leaving 
the landscape in better condition 
than when you started. That’s what 
the Christs have done on their 
beautiful family farm. 15 


Top Tips for 
Polycultnre 

You can do it at home! 

The design of a plot is key 
to the success of both the 
plants and the harvest. 
Backyard Abundance, a 
nonprofit educational group 
in Johnson County, Iowa, has 
helped thousands of growers 
create environmentally 
beneficial gardens since it 
was founded in 2006. 

You can improve your own 
yields—and save yourself 
some work—by following 
their baselines. 

Maximize Coverage 

Use a mix of ground 
covers—some that form 
clumps and others that 
spread by runners. Space 
taller plants so they aren’t 
competing for resources like 
light, water and nutrients. 
This will also help the 
ground covers thrive. 

Think of the Harvest 

Keep fruits, vegetables and 
edible herbs with similar 
harvesting periods close 
together. Species with many 
harvests should be easy to 
get to, and walking paths 
should allow for adequate 
space to work. 

Build Support Systems 

Certain types of plants 
can perform functions that 
would otherwise be work 
for the gardener. Be sure 
to add at least one of each 
of these species to your 
polyculture plot: 

Nitrogen fixers 

(cloven New Jersey tea ) 

Nutrient accumulators 

(■ comfrey, dandelion ) 

Nectar and pollen providers 

(bee balm, anise hyssop) 

Weed suppressors 

(thyme, oregano, 
strawberries ) 
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THE WAY WE LIVE 


Counting Sheep 

A team of border collies helps this farmer watch over her flock. 

Story by Denice Rackley Bennington, Indiana 

PHOTOS BY RACHEL WRIGHT ’ ;| 

BENNINGTON, 

INDIANA 
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L ife tends to be busy on 
a sheep farm come 
spring, and my place is 
no exception. I currently 
have 80 North Country 
Cheviot ewes on 20 acres of pasture. 
My farm also has 40 acres of woods 
and 40 acres of crop ground that 
I rent out. I graze crop aftermath in 
the fall and use rotational grazing in 
the pastures to control parasites and 
better utilize the grass. 

Sometimes I wonder how a girl 
raised in a suburban Cincinnati 
mobile home park ended up lambing 
ewes and raising working border 
collies. But I knew as a young girl 
that I wanted to work with animals. 
After graduating from college with 
a biology degree, I volunteered with 
a wildlife rehabilitation program 
and found my calling. 


I moved to South Dakota to work 
on a cattle ranch. That was a huge 
change, but I loved it. One day 
I picked up a stray sheep walking 
down the highway. I found her 
owners, but that got me thinking 
about raising sheep. That spring 
I bought and raised 40 bottle lambs. 
That was over 20 years ago. 

When my father passed away, 

I loaded up 20 ewes and three 
border collies and moved to Indiana 
to help out my mom. I try to be 
thankful for the small blessings in 
each day. Some of those blessings 
come in cute woolly packages. 
Others are little fur balls that grow 
into great partners. I couldn’t do 
what I do without the help of my 
border collies. My latest litter of 
pups was born on Good Friday. 
They start out in the house, so 


I can check on them on the way to 
the kitchen to make milk replacer 
for bottle lambs. 


You Call This Spring? 


Friday 


I walked to the barn before 
sunrise with my border collie 
entourage, Blu, Meg, Scott and Zeva. 
After hanging bottles for the two 
bottle lambs, I moved on to check 
the lambing jugs, small pens that 
hold newborn lambs and their 
moms. Two ewes lambed overnight. 
Both lambs are up, dry and sucking 
this morning—a welcome sight. 

It was warm this 
morning, so I slept in a bit. You 
need to take advantage of these rare 
opportunities. More new lambs were 
born last night. Meg is my girl to 
help with new lambs, so we moved 
the ewes and lambs behind the barn 
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One of the farm’s 
border collies keeps 
the flock moving. 





It’s break time for Denice 

and her team of dogs, Blu, 
Meg, Scott and Zeva. 


where they have access to shelter. 
Then I finished chores early to 
spend several hours with two 
women who brought in their border 
collies for herding lessons. 

A friend came over to work 


Sunday 


her three border collies on sheep, so 
I brought Zeva, a 14-month-old pup, 
along for some training. She gets 
better every time we work; she’s 
going to be a great dog. 

The bottle lambs are 
doing well. They spent the day in 
a dog kennel eating grass. If I leave 
them loose, they follow me around, 
getting underfoot. I moved the ewes 
and lambs into the yard to do some 
eco mowing. No need for a mower 
when I can turn grass into sheep. 


Tuesday 


No new babies, but 
everyone still needed to be fed and 
checked. The grass is coming slowly, 
but I opened a gate to let the newer 
lambs and their moms out to a small 
pasture behind the barn. Blu and 
I went before dark to bring them in. 
ESSjBBl It has been chilly, windy 
and rainy recently. It rained again 
last night, so I got up early to check 
for lambs in the pasture and do my 
morning rounds. Then, in between 
pasture checks for new lambs, it 
was an inside day. I need to get 
organized for the herding clinic that 
I’m holding next weekend, which 
includes cleaning the house from 
top to bottom for the guests. I would 
much rather be outside. 

I2ESJ Yikes, it has been cold! The 
grass had frost on it this morning. 
Everything looked good on my early 
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THE WAY WE LIVE I Denice Rackley 


morning barn check, so I bottle-fed 
and made sure the one new lamb had 
been up and sucked. After breakfast, 
I banded and tagged two new lambs 
and moved them and their mothers 
to the pasture for new pairs. It sure 
doesn’t feel like spring today with all 
the rain, snow and sleet. 

At noon, Indiana Public Media’s 
Annie Corrigan interviewed me for 
her Earth Eats program. We took 
a tour of the farm and watched the 
dogs work before the interview. 


Border Collie Clinic 

Lots of lambs are being 
born, so Meg and I started the day 
with a predawn pasture check with 
a spotlight. We found two ewes with 
new lambs, and I also spotted a ewe 
having trouble lambing. We ran her 
up to a pen in the barn. Only the 
front of the lamb’s head was visible. 

I pulled one front leg forward, then 
the other, and the lamb slid out with 
a bit of help. Thought for sure the 
little guy was dead, but he gasped as 
he came out. I tickled his nose with 
a piece of hay and rubbed him, and 
his breathing improved. The ewe 
turned around and began licking the 
lamb, so things look good for now. 

It was supposed to rain 
today, so I needed to get as much 
done as possible right after chores. 

I want to move the 20 ewes yet 
to lamb into one pasture to make 
checking easier, but it’s still wet 
from last night’s rain. Grass should 
really start growing if it ever warms 
up. Afternoon rain is perfect for 
house cleaning—if ever there is 
a perfect time for cleaning. 

ES5SB1 The rain and cold night 
took their toll on two lambs born 
overnight. They were both big 
single lambs. One was dead when 
I found it at daybreak with its mom 
standing over it. The other was 
alive, but barely. I brought it to the 
house to warm it up and feed it 
colostrum, but the lamb didn’t make 
it. Even after 20 years of raising 
sheep, it bothers me to lose lambs. 

Morning chores 

revealed a set of twins doing well. 


I planned to work in town at my dog 
grooming business, so I was going to 
do chores and leave. That never 
seems to work. I saw an ewe that 
might’ve needed help lambing, so 
I got her to the barn. Sure enough, 
the lamb’s head was not in the 
correct position. I worked for close 
to two hours and saved the ewe but 
not the lamb. Very disappointing. 

I was already several hours late, 
but I spotted another ewe having 
trouble. This time the lamb was 
large but in the correct position. It 
did require my help, but ended with 



a healthy ram lamb. I finally got to 
work at 1:30, and thankfully only 
had three dogs to groom. 

I was up early cleaning 
and doing laundry since this is the 
last morning before the clinic. 
Morning chores were pleasantly 
uneventful. The rest of the day was 
devoted to major housecleaning in 
between pasture checks. I will have 
12 people here for the next three 
days, working with stock dogs and 
learning to use them to assist with 
livestock on their farm. 

I was up early to get chores 
done and then make breakfast for 
myself and my friend Jack, the stock 
dog clinician. After breakfast, we 
moved sheep to different areas of 
the farm for people to work their 
dogs on. I was busy with the clinic 
till about 5, then Jack and I enjoyed 
a nice dinner while visiting. We 


stayed up till almost midnight 
talking. We’ll pay for that tomorrow. 

Quick morning chores, 
breakfast and working dogs all day 
long. All the dogs that came were 
border collies, but each was unique. 
They ranged from a 10-month-old 
pup that had never been on sheep 
to fully trained dogs. No dog or 
handler is perfect, so each animal 
had an area that needed work. 


Puppies’ First Adventure 

Another day of training. 
You could see improvement with 
every dog’s turn. Dogs and handlers 
all tried very hard, and you can’t ask 
more than that. Everyone left this 
evening pleased with their progress. 

Today was a day of 
catching up. I slept in a bit, enjoying 
every second after my busy week. 
We put up some electric netting for 
one of the pastures. The grass is 
growing slowly with the freezing 
temperatures last weekend, but 
80 degrees today should get it going. 

Filled water tanks and checked 
on the newer lambs and gave my 
guardian Great Pyrenees dogs their 
summer haircut. I had a late lunch 
then checked the 10 ewes yet to 
lamb. I did evening chores 
30 minutes early because I wanted 
to relax on the porch with a glass of 
wine and a good book. 

E5S51 The weather was perfect 
to let the pups outside for their first 
adventure. They explored a bit, ate 
their puppy food, and settled down 
to nap. Then I fixed dinner for the 
dogs and finally for myself. I am 
usually last to eat, which is the way 
things go when you raise livestock. 

The pups woke me up 
early this morning. They’re 4 weeks 
old, so it’s time they transitioned 
from the whelping box to a pen. 
They will be weaned in two weeks, 
and I’m sure Griz will be pleased to 
pass on her motherly duties to me. 

One of the twin lambs is looking 
thin, so I made her a bottle. She 
drank some. Only nine ewes left to 
lamb, and I am ready for the last 
lambs to be on the ground. 
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We had a nice visit at breakfast, 

then got to work moving sheep 
to different areas of the farm for 
people to work their dogs on. 
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Keeping track of all 
these ewes and their new 
lambs requires patience 
and a keen eye. 
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And Then There Were Two 

It was a pretty morning— 
sunshine and clear sky. I moved 
electronic netting to give the sheep 
a new patch of grass. They seemed 
pleased. Afternoons have turned 
into puppy time. I sat and laughed at 
them playing and exploring while 
I ate lunch today. The world must 
seem big when you are so small. 
wwiUHVM I have two new lambs this 
morning, but I’m having trouble 
deciding who the mother is. Two 
ewes are talking to the lambs. 
Occasionally an ewe that’s close to 
lambing gets confused and tries to 
claim newborn lambs that are not 
hers. I thought they were the right 
size to be twins, but now I’m not 


sure. Both lambs look good, so I am 
not too concerned. 

E5S51 One of the last ewes to 
have twins doesn’t seem to be 
milking well. I moved them to the 
barn to offer the lambs a bottle. 
Catching them is always tricky for 
the first couple days, especially 
when their mother would rather not 
have me messing with them. 

I had a herding lesson 
with a new person and her two dogs. 
I am never sure what to expect the 
first time out. I used Zeva to 
demonstrate how herding with 
a young dog should look, before 
getting started with the new dogs. 
You have to see the goal to know 
where you’re headed. 


Denice moves electric 

netting to open new pasture 
for the sheep (left). Rotating 
pastures keeps the sheep in 
tall grass (below left). 


Thursday 


Puppies were messy 
overnight, so that was the first thing 
on the list this morning. After 
bottle-feeding, I moved the ewes 
and lamb group out to the back 
pasture with Zeva. I took Blu along 
for backup. He is slowing down 
some at 13, which makes me sad. He 
still wants to work, so I save the 
easier things for him. Zeva is young 
and needs experience, so this was 
a perfect team to get the job done. 
They worked well together. 

The last set of twins is 
drinking a bit from the bottle and 
looking better. The ewe will go on 
the first train out of here since she is 
not milking well enough to raise her 
lambs. She joins a few others on the 
cull list. With only two ewes yet to 
lamb, chores seem a lot easier. 

With the end of lambing 
near, a new rotational grazing 
routine will begin. I’ll be moving 
electronic net to new grazing areas, 
and then using the dogs to move the 
sheep back and forth. 

Pups will be going to new homes 
in a few weeks, so I am spending as 
much time as possible enjoying 
them. Their antics always make me 
smile. My life revolves around the 
cycle of birth, growth, harvest and 
breeding. I try to manage the sheep 
to take the best advantage of the 
seasons. That’s why I try to lamb 
later in the spring, when the ewes 
and lambs can be outside on free 
grass, not inside eating expensive 
feed. Plus, the less time I spend 
cleaning the barn, the better. 

I hope to convert the crop ground 
to pasture and increase my flock to 
200 ewes. My goal is to raise great 
sheep and working dogs that will 
assist me—and others—in making 
a living on the farm. The journey 
has its ups and downs, but I have 
tried to learn from each day and not 
make the same mistakes twice. 
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All New DR® CHIPPERS 

Larger Capacity, Lower Prices! 



DRchipper.com 


CHIP BIG BRANCHES up to 5.75" thick! 

SELF-FEEDING models available. No more 
force-feeding! 

POWERFUL ENGINES spin big flywheels 
(up to 62 lbs.), generating massive 
chipping force! 
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The NEW DR® Leaf Vacuum is designed 
from the top down to make yard cleanup 
easier, faster, and more thorough than ever 
before. And for a limited time we are offering 
them at incredible low introductory prices! 

ST Rated #1 in Vacuum Power 
et Easy, 1-Hand Dumping 
ET Stores Flat in Minutes 
Ef Converts to a Rugged Trailer 


DRIeafvac.com 



SHIPPING 


6 MONTH 

TRIAL 


EASY 

FINANCING 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR DETAILS. 


Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

Includes product specifications and factory-direct offers. 


£ee 877-201-5566 




GARDENERS! 


HUGE DR® 
TILLER SALE! 

DIRECT PRICING • FREE SHAPING! 

All-New 201 7 DR® Tiller line-up includes Rear- and 
Front-Tine models, Mini-Tillers, and more—all at BIG, 
Pre-Season Savings! 



PLUS , Tow-Behind Tillers for garden tractor owners! 



SHIPPING 


6 MONTH 

TRIAL 


EASY 

FINANCING 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR DETAILS. 


CALL for Sale Prices and FREE Catalog! 

£ee 877-201-5566 

DRrototiller.com 
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North Bear Creek, considered one of 
the best trout streams in Iowa, runs 
through the Langlands’ farm? ^ 
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THE WAY WE LIVE 



Norwegian heritage is a strong influence 
on this family’s farm in northeastern Iowa 

Story by Steve Langland Decorah , Iowa 

PHOTOS BY BRITTANY TODD 


DECORAH, 

IOWA 


V elkommen (welcome) to 

Valley View Farm! I’m Steve 
Langland, and I farm with my 
retired parents, Walter and 
Adeline, 1 mile from the 
Minnesota state line. My great-grandfather 
founded the farm in 1877. My grandparents 
raised nine children in this house. 

Conservation has long been a part of our 
farm and it began during the Depression, 
when the Civilian Conservation Corps laid 
out contour strips, built new fences, and 
helped implement other parts of the New 
Deal. Dad and I have continued the 


tradition by working with government 
agencies and Trout Unlimited on several 
projects aimed at keeping livestock away 
from the stream banks. Because of our 
efforts and those of Bear Creek Watershed 
landowners, North Bear Creek is the best 
trout stream in Iowa. We’ve hosted many 
tours of the farm and have done two 
programs with Iowa Public Television. 

My parents, who were both teachers, 
decided to build a home here in 1976, when 
my Uncle Maurice retired and sold them 
his share of the farm. They built one of the 
first freestall systems in northeastern Iowa 
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The Valley View 
Farm barn has been 
standing since 1913 


Currently, my father and I run 
450 acres of corn, soybeans, oats and 
alfalfa along with pasture. Because 
of the hilly terrain, about half the 
ground is tillage, and the rest is in 
pasture and timber. We sold the 
dairy cattle in 1988, and since then 
we have maintained a commercial 
Angus herd. At one time we were 
up to 200 head, but we have reduced 
it to a more manageable 50. My 
parents are technically retired, but 
they’re still very active in the farm’s 
day-to-day operation. 


Ready the Fields 

Chores were light with 
the cattle on pasture this morning. 

I finished up before heading to 
church with my parents. Then they 
left for Clear Lake, Iowa, two hours 
west, to help celebrate my sister’s 
birthday. I stayed behind and spent 
much of the day being domestic, 
doing laundry and cleaning. With 
all the fieldwork we do, Sunday is 
about the only day I have to play 
catch-up around the house. 

I started cleaning the corn 
planter today. We finished planting 
corn April 25, which is the earliest 
on record for this farm. I had to 


leave for a noon meeting at a nursing 
home in town; I’m president of the 
board of directors. We’ve added 
a chronic-confusion and dementia 
wing and a short-term rehabilitation 
unit over the past three years. 

The agronomist stopped 
in to review our micronutrient order 
for the soybean soil. We’ll need to 
meet with him again in a couple of 
weeks to order herbicide for the 
corn. Today is ladies day at the 
country club. Mom gave up golf 
several years ago, but still goes to 
lunch and to play bridge. 

I hosted a photographer who 
arrived to take pictures of the farm 
and a small cave here. The photos 
will be part of a presentation in 
honor of my late uncle Joseph T. 
Langland, who was an accomplished 
poet as well as an English professor 
at the University of Wyoming and 
the University of Massachusetts. A 
series of poems inhis book The 
Wheel of Summer was based on his 
life growing up here. 

Today, Dad hosted John 
Howe, head of the Raptor Resource 
Project, which sponsors the eagle 
cam in Decorah. When the nest 
there blew down last year, Dad 


mentioned that we had an eagle nest 
on the property. Now, two eagle 
cams are running, one in Decorah 
and one on our farm. John and Dad 
left some trout near the nest for the 
eagles and their three eaglets. 
There’s some concern the smallest 
one isn’t getting enough nutrition. 

I spent a quiet evening catching 
up with friends online. My two dogs 
also appreciated some time with me. 
I have a Chihuahua, which I raised 
from a tiny puppy, and a Pembroke 
Corgi, a rescue dog that joined us 
two years ago. Our border collie, 
Muffy, rules the roost outside and 
spends her days waiting for a ride on 
the Kawasaki Mule or the golf cart. 
She loves to help with the cattle, but 
gets a little too excited and fails to 
heed her commands at times. 

The order from the 
co-op arrived so I helped Dad start 
spreading the micronutrients after 
lunch. With low commodity prices, 
some people are forgoing their 
applications of nutrients this year, 
but we felt it was worthwhile to 
apply them. It’s still more affordable 
to keep up on soil tests rather than 
ignore them and spend far more 
later to make up the deficiencies. 
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Our border collie, Muffy, rules the roost 
outside and spends her days waiting for a 
ride on the Kawasaki Mule or the golf cart. 


Friday 


I talked with the person 
who rents the pasture next door, 
and a cow they were missing is in 
with ours. We do a good job of 
maintaining our fences, but this cow 
can leap like a deer. I also planted 
24 acres of soybeans. 

I started rolling the 
soybean ground I planted yesterday. 
Rolling the ground firms the 
seedbed, pushes rocks below the 
surface, and flattens cornstalks 
from the previous year. It makes 
combining so much easier come fall. 

I noticed that the bulls were in 
a standoff, and within 15 minutes 
they had gone through the fence. 
There’s no cellphone reception 
there, so I had to make a fast trip to 
the yard and alert Dad, then race 
back down to the broken fence. 
When I returned, all the bulls and 
the two cows were out running. I got 
them back into their pasture and 
repaired the fence. 


Days When the Rains Came 


Sunday 


Happy Mother’s Day! We 
attended early service at our sister 
parish this week since our church 
had late service today. It’s only 
6 miles away, and we’ve been a joint 
congregation since 1895. Then we 
took Mom to the country club for 
Mother’s Day brunch. 

E^533 It’ s cloudy outside with 
a threat of rain in the forecast, so 
I went directly out to the field and 
worked up another 8 acres for 
soybeans. I got it planted, and Dad 
was able to roll about half of it 
before the rain started. 
ttAiiaz'hxA I fed the bulls and rode 
around the pasture fence to make 
repairs before opening that area to 
the beef cows and calves. We’re 
fortunate to be able to rotate 
pasture, and the cows eagerly follow 
either the golf cart or the Mule. 

I wanted to get the lawn 
mowed before the rain got here. 


I started after lunch, but the belt 
broke on the zero-turn mower. I had 
to rely on the backup, a traditional 
riding tractor. Talk about a change 
from being able to zip around the 
trees and such. The reserve mower 
slowed me enough that I didn’t 
finish before the rain came. I went to 
town to pick up the new belt since 
I couldn’t do much else in the rain. 

Sadly, the smallest in the eagle 
nest died despite the best efforts of 
the Raptor Resource Project and 
Department of Natural Resources. 

I finally got the fertilizer 
wagon cleaned and the unloading 
auger oiled. Also moved a couple 
other less-used pieces of equipment 
to another shed and pulled out the 
sprayer. Corn spraying will be here 
soon, as most of the corn has now 
emerged and the stand looks good. 
I2E33 I’ve never considered 
Friday the 13th to bring me bad luck, 
but it makes you think about the 
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The Angus 
herd grazes in 
the pasture. 
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superstition attached to it. I put 
a new tire on the Kawasaki, which 
had a blowout Tuesday. I don’t know 
what we would do without it 
because Dad and I have had both 
knees replaced. Muffy agrees; she 
loves to ride as well. 

I woke up to 42 degrees 
this morning. It felt more like 
October than May. The fields are 
still too wet to work from the rain 
during the week, so we had an easy 
day. Dad fed the bulls in the valley 
and I cleaned out a couple flower 
beds around my house. 


A Bit of Local Culture 

Dad and I started running 
the soil finisher again this morning 
and I planted 15 acres of soybeans. 

It seems we underestimated the 
amount of seed we needed, since 
I ran out around dusk. I checked on 
the corn while I was out there and 
only found a couple of low-lying 
areas with minor frost damage from 
yesterday morning, when the temps 
dipped below freezing. 

CSS51 We’re big into our 
Norwegian heritage around here, 


and it’s officially Syttende Mai in 
Norway! This celebrates the signing 
of the Norwegian constitution, the 
second oldest in the world. A small 
celebration in Decorah is sponsored 
by the Vesterheim museum, which 
houses the largest collection of 
Norwegian-American artifacts in 
the world. Decorah also hosts 
Nordic Fest every July. 

The co-op delivered another load 
of soybeans, so I loaded the bean 
drill, finished 21 acres, and ran to 
town for more soybeans. When I got 
home, a neighbor stopped in to tell 
us that two yearling bulls were out 
running on the road. We dropped 
everything to get them back home, 
then I checked every inch of the 
fence and couldn’t find a break. Got 
the rest of the beans planted, though. 
What a relief. Now we need rain. 
EE^H33 Our neighbor called 
again—the same bulls that got out 
yesterday got out again and joined 
his cattle overnight. After I brought 
them home, I realized that one is 
a jumper. He cleared a gate with no 
damage and got in with the beef 
cows. I think he’s earned a trip to 


the sales barn. Once a jumper, 
always a jumper. 

During breakfast the 
man who bought our hay chopper 
called about getting it. We stopped 
filling our silos with hay and corn 
silage two years ago, and I don’t 
miss fighting the silo unloader. 

I also helped with a 4-H spaghetti 
supper fundraiser, and it was a great 
success. The group served roughly 
300 people. None of the parents had 
boiled spaghetti for that many 
people before, so my experience 
came in handy. I’ve done a lot of 
“quantity cooking” for community 
events. I was lucky enough to come 
home with a bag of coffee from 
a local roaster as a thank-you! 

My cousins from out of 
state started to arrive today. They 
won’t be staying with us, but in an 
Airbnb rental so that they can be 
together. Sunday is the retrospective 


From replacing tires to 

delivering buckets of feed in 
the fields, Steve is a jack-of-all- 
trades on Valley View Farm. 
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of their father (my Uncle Joe). It will 
be great to see them and the rest of 
the local family over the weekend. 

For Un cle Joe 

We enjoyed a very nice 
presentation in honor of my late 
Uncle Joe’s poetry and life. Along 
with his teaching career and poetry, 
he was among the first troops 
involved in the liberation of the 
Buchenwald concentration camp in 
Germany at the end of World War 
II. All three ofhis children were able 
to make it and were recognized 
during the program, and the display 
included wonderful family photos 
I had never seen before. Visiting 
with the cousins made for a long 
night, but it was worth it. 


Monday 


As most of you know, our 
farming schedule sometimes gets 
altered to accommodate company 
when they’re in town. I got a few 
things done this morning, but we’re 
fortunate to spend time with family 
before they fly out tomorrow. 

Things are back to 
normal now that everyone is gone. 
Dad and I returned the escaped 
non-jumper bull to the rest of the 
group. The other bull is heading to 
the sales barn shortly. 

Unfortunately, Dad got 


Wednesday 


rained out on golf today, but there’s 
still bridge to be played at the 
country club. We also got the news 
from the DNR that another of the 
eaglets had died of unknown causes 
and the webcam was being shut 



Steve and Muffy 
take a ride to check 
on the cows. 
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down. The DNR hopes scientists at 
Iowa State University can determine 
the cause of death. 

The agronomist was 
here to help make a herbicide plan 
for the corn. I need to get spraying 
since it’s growing so fast. After he 
left, I got the sprayer out of the shed, 
cleaned the screens and nozzles, 
then ran it, so I’m ready to go. 

We’re welcoming the rain 
today and celebrating more in the 
forecast. I had a haircut appointment 
today and made a day of it since 
everything is so wet. I had lunch and 
then took flowers to the cemetery 
for my grandparents and aunt. Also 
picked up mulch for the landscaping 
for my house and herbicide for the 
corn. It was very foggy when I let 
the dogs out before bedtime. More 
rain is on the way. 

My parents and I went to 
the graduation party of a neighbor’s 
daughter. It was nice to hear her 
plans to attend Iowa State in an ag- 
related field. I went to supper with 
friends from Decorah. Saturday and 
Sunday nights I enjoy eating at the 
many fantastic restaurants in town. 
The rest of the week I typically cook 
or grill meals at home. 

Happy Memorial Day! My 
parents went to the military rites at 
church before going to a program at 
the courthouse. I fed the bulls and 
sprayed corn. I got roughly 16 acres 
done before the sprayer tank 
cracked. That ended any spraying. 

I managed to corral the 
neighbor’s heifer that got in with our 
herd earlier in the month; the owner 
came to pick her up. We also penned 
up the fence-hurdling bull and 
locked him in the barn so he can go 
for sale on Friday. The one surviving 
eaglet is doing extremely well and 
the parents are spending less time in 
the nest with it. We’ll be finished 
supplementing their food with extra 
trout by the end of next week. 

I hope you enjoyed your visit to 
Valley View Farm and Decorah as 
much as I enjoyed telling you about 
it. We hope to see you in the hills of 
northeastern Iowa soon. H 
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AQUACIDE CO. 

PO Box 107^8. DEPT 40L 
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Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS 

Warble size pellets. Work at any depth 

800 - 328-9350 


L bag treats up to 4000 sq, ft, $36,00. 
„50 lb. bag treats up to 20,000 sq, ft. 
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The DR® STUMP GRINDER uses carbide-tipped cutting 
teeth (taking 360 "bites" per second) to reduce any stump 
to a pile of woodchips. Grinds stumps below ground evel 
so they are gone forever! 

QUICKLY ELIMINATE ANY STUMP without digging, burning, 
or chemicals. 

NEW, MORE POWERFUL and lower-priced models 
NOW TOWABLE with your riding mower or ATV. 


I FREE SHIPPING | 


6 MONTH TRIAL 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 
Call or go online for details. 


Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 

^ 877 - 201-5566 

DRstumpgrinder.com 




MAXIMUM STRENGTH 


ivarest Poison Ivy Itch Spray effectively relieves the painful itching 
caused by poisonous plants, and its cooling formula soothes 
irritated skin. The maximum strength spray is easy to apply - no 
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OUR HERITAGE I TRACTOR TALK 

Starting 
Them Early 

Farmall or John Deere? These youngsters have their 
minds made up, but what about you? Head to our 
Facebook page to vote for your favorite tractor maker. 

facebook.com/farmandranchliving/ 




1 “My son Clayton loves the 
1/4-scale John Deere model his 
great-grandpa made for him,” 
says his mom, Larissa Yonker of 
Hamilton, Michigan. “Clayton was 
just 8 months old here, but his love 
of John Deere was already clear!” 

2 “Josiah Hornbrook was having 
too much fun on his great-uncle’s 
Farmall tractor,” says his aunt, 

Becky Charleston of Naperville, 
Illinois. 

3 “My great-niece Nora took her 
brother’s Farmall tractor for a spin 
on her first birthday,” says Sue 

Krahn of Wykoff, Minnesota. “She 
couldn’t reach the pedals, but she 
sure did have fun.” 


"X ”Our daughter Sophia struck 
a pose on my John Deere lawn 
tractor,” says dad David Spraggs 
of Boulder, Colorado. "My wife, 
Andrea, and I take a monthly photo 
of Sophia to watch her grow.” 
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OUR HERITAGE TRACTOR TALK 


Making 
Dad Proud 

M y dad worked as a mechanic at a Ford 
dealership in Wisconsin back in the 
1940s and ’50s. He would get calls 
from farmers who couldn’t start their tractors 
in Wisconsin’s cold winter, and off he would go. 

I have always loved tractors because of my dad. 
When we saw this 1955 Ford 800 series tractor 
at auction, I couldn’t let it go to another bidder. 
It was in bad shape, but my husband, Dennis, 
restored it to a beautiful running condition. My 
dad would be so proud of this awesome tractor. 

JEANNE LISH 
WINCHESTER , CALIFORNIA 


I bought this Ford Powermaster 861 in South Dakota 
in 1992, and I’ve dragged the both of us all over the 
United States since then. These days we’re both living 
in Texas and semi-retired—me from a career as a private 
investigator and the Ford from a lifetime of farming. 

After hours of restoration work, the Powermaster wasn’t 
just restored but reborn. Now I use this tractor to keep our 
pastures looking great, and I wash and wax it after each 
use. It starts better than my new Ford F-150 truck. 

A.D. “SKIP” ENSLEY FATE , TEXAS 


Skip’s Powermaster starts more easily than his new 
truck, and it’s far better at clearing the pastures. 
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SHOP CRANE 
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Hook and Chain 
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Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
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LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


CENTRALPNEUMATIC 


SUPER 


COUPON 


SAVE 

*138 


/ 


RETRACTABLE AIR HOSE REEL 
WITH 3/8" x 50 FT. HOSE 

ITEM 93897 shown 
69265/62344 

Customer Rating 





comp at 

$198.45 


31C4T710 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


SAVE 

57% 



SUPER 
j" COUPON 

12 VOLT, 10/2/50 AMP 
BATTERY CHARGER/ 
ENGINE STARTER 

ITEM 60581/60653 shown 
Customer Rating 

□E3E3 r 


$49®* $6979 


S1C541IS 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


PITTSBURGH 


r 


super 

• I 


SAVE 

85% 





comp at $20.76 


SUPER COUPON 


51676594 

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 







7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6"! 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER! 
RESISTANT TARP 

ITEM 69249/69115/69137 
69129/69121/877 shown' 
Customer Rating [ 

LSESODr 


SUPER COUPONI 


COUPON: 

12" RATCHET 
BAR CLAMP/SPREADER 

ITEM 46807/68975 
69221/62123/63017 
69222 shown 


I Limit 1 coupon per customer per day. Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. 'Cannot be used with other 
• discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, Extended ' 
, Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, floor jacks, saw , 
] mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Bauer, CoverPro, Daytona, 

1 Earthquake, Hercules, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, StormCat, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan. Not valid 
■ on prior purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/27/17. 


S 1 O 


BADLAND 


12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 
i Voted Best AUTOMATIC BRAKE 

'Winches _ item 61256 / 61 889 

in Quality 608 i 3 shown 

& Price 


SAVE 

*453 



We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 

And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cutout the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
750+ Stores Nationwide. 


PITTSBURGH TZZS / s super 

#7 SELLING JACKS IN AMERI CA COUPON 

RAPID PUMP® 3 TON 
LOW PROFILE 
HEAVY DUTY STEEL 
FLOOR JACK 

ITEM 61282 shown 
61253/62326 




WITH ANY PURCHASE 

ISNTECH. 

7 FUNCTION 
DIGITAL 
MULTIMETER 

ITEM 90899 shown 
98025/69096 


I LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or priori 
I purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by I 
.calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping, 
| & Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-1 
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 
17/27/17. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 




Weighs 
73 lbs. 


Customer Rating 


20 ' 




4000 PEAK/3200 RUNNING WATTS 
6.5 HP GAS GENERATORS 

ITEM 69729/63080/69676/63079 shown 


SAVE 

*149 


Customer Rating 

OODisr 


$37§99 ...p.; 

W $752.99 

III 


SUPER COUPON 

W 



SAVE 
$ 190 


184 “ 


ITEM 69675/69728/63090/63089 
CALIFORNIA ONLY 


10 HRS. RUN-TIME 
212 CC ENGINE 
70 dB ULTRA QUIET 


Customer Rating 

□□□car 


SUPER COUPON 


comp at vB 

f A A A " 




LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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llllllllliill III 1111111 
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$339®* 

comp at $439 


ii 

mi 

mini iijii ijjji !i wijijji ii D 

ii n 


, LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
F423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


' LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

0-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

' purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
| Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


* ca^acit Customer Rating MOVER'S DOLLY' 3/8" x 14 FT. GRADE 43 

L.QLJCB . 'TEM6C497/93888 *. 1 TOWING CHAIN 


61899/62399/63095/63096 I 
63098/63097 


SAVE 

67% 


Not for TOWING CHAIN 

overhead lifting. ITEM 60658/97711 shown 


POWDER-FREE NITRILE GLOVES-PACK OF 100 

SIZE ITEM 


n 


Customer Rating 

cnncoi 


SAVE 

62% 


SAVE 

59% 




i 


SUPER COUPON 

pftt 


1* 54001b. 

I capacity 

I 


’HTr' A: ■j**/# -or . 

V 

V-‘ ■ 


■ $£000 conip at $60.95 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiii in i mu him 11 



Item 

68498 

shown 


• 5 mil 
thickness 


MED 

68496/61363 i 

LG 

68497/61360 

X-LG 

68498/61359 i 



54*101 »7* 

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


\<^ SUPER 

tf l 


COUPON 


5107731* 

B LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
| 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
| Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
^ presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

SUPER 
COUPON 


US*EENERAP1k 


3398- 

comp at $15.99 

iiiiiiii]iiiiiiiiiiiii[iiiiiiii!iiiiiniiiiii 

5164«i S *0 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


^4. SUPER 
• COUPON 


3-POINT QUICK HITCH 1 56", 11 DRAWER INDUSTRIAL 
item 97214 • QUALITY ROLLER CABINET 

Customer Rating 


SAVE 

*1077 



SAVE 

*80 


20001b. 

capacity 

27-3/16" 

Clearance 


Customer Rating I 

□□□□ | 

I 


JJHP $169 


comp at 

\99 






B 


LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


1789 * 

ITEM 69395/67681 shown comp at $1726.99 


1 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
I- 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

. purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

, presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



SAVE 

59% 


Customer Rating 

mrr 


750+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com • I 1-423-2567 



3 GALLON, 100 PSI OILLESS 
AIR COMPRESSORS 

A. HOT DOG 

ITEM 69269/97080 shown 

B. PANCAKE 

ITEM 95275 shown 
60637/61615 

$ 59 " 

comp at $98.62 

lllllllllllllilll II Hlllii 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



At Harbor Freight Tools, the “comp at” price means that the same 
item or a similar functioning item was advertised for sale at or 
above the "comp at" price by another retailer in the U.S. within the 
past 180 days. Prices advertised by others may vary by location. 
No other meaning of "comp at" should be implied. For more 
information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate. 

















































































































































































OUR HERITAGE I MENDED FENCES 


Maybe Raising Cattle 
Isn’t for Everyone 

After buying cows, a new farmer learns cows are more challenging than expected. 

BY TED BLANKENSHIP ROSE HILL, KANSAS 




T he other day I was looking 
at the fences that enclose 
our 20 acres. Well, to be 
more precise, I was mostly 
looking at the holes in the 
fences. Happily I don’t have to worry 
about them any more. Why? Because 
we don’t have any cows—that’s why. 

Not long after we purchased our 
property, I decided that buying cows 
was a good way to keep the grass 
short. They would eat the grass, and 
then we would eat the cows, saving 
us the need to eat the grass. 

It seemed like a good idea until we 
named the heifers. The vet came by 
to give them shots shortly after we 
named them. The first thing he said 
was, “Don’t name the cows.” 

It was a little too late. There was 
Hazel, Curious, Gentle, Little Cow, 
Brown Cow and another one I don’t 
remember. The vet was right, of 
course. They had become pets, and 
you don’t usually eat your pets. 

The fences on the place were 
designed to keep in sheep. Soon 


after I began this adventure, my 
daughter came home for Christmas. 
“Dad,” she said with an all-knowing 
look, “you had better get some 
barbed wire on those fences.” 

I should tell you that Hazel was 
a big heifer. To make things worse, 
she had a stubborn look. She seemed 
to be telling me, “Go ahead, put up 
barbed wire. It’s not stopping me.” 

I installed a strand of barbed wire 
at the top of the fences. Then Hazel 
started rooting underneath. So, 

I placed a second strand along the 
bottom. Hazel waited until it rained 
enough to get the ground soft, then 
she just stomped the fence down 
and walked over it. At this point, 
chicken farming looked pretty good. 

A friend offered me his Angus bull 
while he rearranged his pasture. 

I took him up on it, and wouldn’t you 
know, all six heifers became cows. 

The next season we had another 
six calves, four of which were bulls. 
The vet came over, chased them all 
around and made them into steers. 


Hazel (left) seems to be 
plotting her next escape 
attempt from one of Ted’s 
three fenced-in pastures 
(above). 

The third group of calves—four 
more bulls—was a problem. Ideally, 
they’re made into steers young. We 
waited too long; these calves were 
like Great Danes. I called a neighbor 
for help. He asked if we had an 
enclosure, and I said I had a dog run. 

We got into the run with the four 
calves. My neighbor grabbed some 
legs and threw a calf on its side. 

I found a neck and sat on it. The 
bull threw me to the top of the dog 
run and scrambled to his feet. By 
then, one of the mothers had come 
to see what we were doing. She tried 
to get in, and I tried to get out. In 
45 minutes (it seemed like 45 days) 
the deed was done. 

Surprisingly, the neighbor still 
speaks to me. I saw the experience 
as an omen: Get out of the cattle 
business. And so I did. S 
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The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough technology! Presenting the all new Safe Step 
Walk-In Tub featuring MicroSoothe? An air system so revolutionary, it oxygenates, softens and 
exfoliates skin, turning your bath into a spa-like experience. Constructed and built right here in America for 
safety and durability from the ground up, and with more standard 
features than any other tub. 

/ Heated seat providing warmth from beginning to end 

/ Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to 
target sore muscles and joints 

/ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime 
warranty on the entire tub 

/ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, 
affordable price 

You’ll agree - there just isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in 
tub on the market. 


Call today and receive exclusive savings of 

$1500 OFF 

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 

Call Toll-Free 1-888-505-4803 



VVALK-lN TUB 

www. BuySafeStep. com 


For your FREE information kit 
and DVD, and our Senior 
Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free 

CSLB 983603 F13000002885 



4803 












OUR HERITAGE I MOTHER’S DAY 



If This Apron Could Talk 

Mom’s held chickens, vegetables and family memories. 

BY RICHARD EDGINGTON COLUMBUS GROVE, OHIO 


e live in a world 
of multipurpose. 
The TV remote 
handles many 
different functions 
(if you can learn what they are). 
Trucks rumble down the road 
carrying everything from needles 
to automobiles. Telephones can now 
take and store photos, play you 
a tune and, if you’re lucky, make 
and receive calls. 

But my mom’s apron was the 
original multipurpose item. She 
made it herself, preferring flowery 
material. It had a yoke that went 
around her neck and strings that 
crossed in the back and tied in the 
front. It came to her knees to keep 
her dress clean, and provided a large 
front pocket. 

Mom’s apron held kindling to start 
the morning fire in the old kitchen 
range. It also made a good potholder. 
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In the afternoons, Mom would 
gather up her apron by the corners 
and walk through the garden. There 
she would direct me to pick certain 
vegetables, such as tomatoes, green 
beans, radishes and roasting ears— 
my favorite. All of it fit in her apron, 
and no matter how much she put in, 
it never seemed to get full. (I could 
never figure that out.) I didn’t like 
picking the vegetables, but I loved 
filling my always hungry stomach 
with them at suppertime. 

One chilly evening in spring, 

Mom came in with an apron that 
was full of little chirping balls of 
fuzz. She had carried in the chicks 
from the brooder in the chicken 
house, where it might have been too 
cold. I got the washtub and put some 
rags in the bottom. She carefully 
deposited the chicks in the tub and 
lowered a single lightbulb, which 
dangled from a long cord over them. 


“That ought to hold them for 
tonight,” she said. 

A few months later, she was 
shooing those chicks out of her 
garden by flapping her apron. 

I knew not to bother her in the 
afternoons when she would listen 
to her soap operas. She would fill 
her apron pocket with sewing 
and things to mend while she sat 
through the many trials and 
tribulations of Bachelor's Children, 

Ma Perkins, Stella Dallas and 
Lorenzo Jones. She said the pocket 
was handier than a sewing basket. 

The apron corners made an 
excellent wipe for tears or, with * 
a little spit, dirt. And there were 
probably many more uses I’ve long 
since forgotten. 

In my opinion, Mom’s apron was 
the original multipurpose item. But 
what I remember most is the loving 
mother who wore it. ft 
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Laundry Day 
Was a Family Affair 

Mother’s work ethic was an inspiration to her eight children. 

BY PHYLLIS ENDRESEN (AS TOLD TO GAIL M. SIECKMAN) RIDGEFIELD, WASHINGTON 


D oing laundry for our 

large family was quite 
the task. Mother’s 
laundry days were 
Monday and Thursday, 
and she did all her wash the old- 
fashioned way. She bought 2-inch 
thick bars of dark yellow soap, 
carefully sliced off a few thin pieces 
of soap from the end, and placed 
them in a pot of water to warm on 
the woodstove. The soap melted 
in the water and created liquid 
detergent. If any of the softened 
soap was left at the end of the day, 
she used a dollop for her dishwater 
so none went to waste. 

I was born in 1924, the youngest of 
eight children. As the baby, I wasn’t 
expected to do the same chores as 
the older kids, but I can still tell you 
in great detail about the work it took 
to keep our farm going without 
electricity or running water. 

My older brothers were pushed 
into service for laundry days. They 
filled 5-gallon buckets at the well 
which would be poured into a 
laundry boiler on the stove. The 
boiler, an oblong metal container 
with handles, could hold about 
20 gallons. When the boiler water 
was hot, Mother filled her washtub 
and rinse tub. Built of wooden slats 
on the outside and tin on the inside, 
the washtub was fitted with a hand- 
operated agitator and a scrub board. 

Mother started laundry with the 
whites—including the sheets and 
towels—before moving on to darker 
colors. She coaxed the dirt from the 
fabric with her strong hands and 
steady effort before putting them 
through the double-roll wringer. 

Into the rinse water she poured 
bluing, which isn’t nearly so hard 
on fabric as bleach but still leaves 
whites bright and clean. 


During the summer, the clean 
laundry was shaken out and hung on 
lines in the yard. Sometimes Mother 
laid out our underclothes on the roof 
of the cellar’s entrance, where the 
sunlight could dry them. She would 
assign one of us kids to watch the 
drying undergarments, turning 
them over so they would dry quickly 
and could be put away inside. 

Mother baked bread on laundry 
days, since the house was already 


warm and the yeast rose quickly. 
How she worked, my mother! 

In later years, Mother and Daddy 
acquired a washing machine with 
a gas-driven agitator. It ran outdoors 
and made a putt-putt sound that 
echoed through the whole valley. It 
was more modern and must have 
relieved Mother of some amount of 
labor, but she never ran out of work. 
Recalling her energy never ceases to 
amaze and impress me. 


Mother baked bread on laundry 
days, since the house was already 
warm and the yeast rose quickly. 
How she worked, my mother! 



April | May 2017 
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OUR HERITAGE I EASTER EGGS 


Holding those 
chicks reinforced 
the meaning of 
Easter for Nelda. 



Itty-Bitty Easter Biddies 

A father’s simple surprise leaves a lasting memory for his children. 

BY NELDA HOWELL LOCKAMY GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 


I t was the early 1950s, and yet 
another hard-candy Christmas 
had come and gone in our 
little pocket of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. Little was 
expected and little received in terms 
of bicycles or Betsy Wetsy dolls. 
While the six of us kids questioned 
the existence of a Santa Claus who 
would leave such meager fare under 
our scrawny tree, we were in for 
a more memorable holiday at Easter 
thanks to my father. 

Some three weeks before Easter, 
our father had set one of his fat 
Dominique hens on a clutch of eggs. 
We kids did not have access to the 
chicken house during this time, and 
if indeed the eggs hatched before 
Easter morning, it was a closely 
guarded secret. 

As soon as it became daylight, 
Daddy emerged from the henhouse 
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carrying his everyday hat, an old 
engineer’s cap from his railroading 
days. As he rounded the path by the 
spring, we could hear faint peeps. 
Daddy bent down on the porch 
and presented the cap’s treasure 
to his children. Inside was a pile of 
quivering, pale yellow biddies— 
one for each of us. While Mother 
watched this presentation with the 
awe it deserved, his calloused hands 
cupped each chick. Repeating the 
admonition to handle them gently, 
he placed a trembling fluff of flesh 
into each pair of outstretched hands. 

The chicks were barely dry, 
smelled of the barnyard, and had 
chips of eggshell matted to their 
feathers. But to a 6-year-old they 
felt like pulsating gold, their 
cottony feathers and parchment 
skin stretched over tiny bones. We 
children cuddled the chicks until 


Daddy declared that their clucking 
mother missed them. After we had 
given each of them a name (mine 
was Goldilocks) and were convinced 
that we could positively identify 
our own, we placed the wobbly 
peeps back in Daddy’s cap so that he 
could return them to their nervous 
mother’s nest. 

I don’t recall playing with the 
Easter hatchlings again, nor did we 
get too excited over future broods 
that spring. At some level, we must 
have connected them to the chicken 
and dumplings that showed up 
at every Sunday dinner. But that 
simple Easter surprise was our 
sunrise service and Alleluia chorus 
all rolled into a single event. When 
the miracle of new life caused tears 
to roll down my father’s face, there 
was no room to doubt the message 
I would hear in church that day. R 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Eliminate Belly Fat with Vinegar! 

Find Out How... 


by James Victor 

If you want to lose weight 
and keep it off - hate dieting 
and are tired of taking pills, 
buying costly diet foods or 
gimmick “fast loss” plans 
that don’t work— you’ll love 
the easy Vinegar way to lose 
all the pounds you want to 
lose . And keep them off! 

Today, the natural Vinegar 
weight loss plan is a reality 
after years of research by 
noted vinegar authority Emily 
Thacker. Her just published 
book “Emily’s Vinegar Diet 
Book” will help you attain 
your ideal weight the healthiest 
and most enjoyable way ever. 

You’ll never again have to 
count calories. Or go hungry. 
Or go to expensive diet salons. 
Or buy pills, drugs. 

If you like food and hate 
dieting, you’ll love losing 
weight the Vinegar way. 

Suddenly your body will be 
energized with new vigor and 
zest as you combine nature’s 


most powerful, nutritional 
foods with vinegar to trim away 
pounds and look years younger. 

You’ll feel and look years 
younger shedding unhealthy 
pounds that make one look 
older than their age. 

In fact, the book’s program 
is so complete that it also 
helps you: 

• Learn secrets of ageless 
beauty and glowing skin 

• Help build the immune 
system, to fight arthritis 
and disease 

• Speed the metabolism to 
use natural thermogenesis 
to burn fat 

PLUS so much more that 
you simply must use the book’s 
easy Vinegar way to lose all 
the weight you want to lose-- 
and enjoy all its other benefits— 
before deciding if you want to 
keep it. 

TO ORDER A COPY 

of Emily’s Vinegar Diet Book 
see Savings Coupon with Free 
Gift Offer 


Do Amish People Know 
Something That Doctors Don’t? 


by James Victor 

If you are concerned about 
prescription drugs and their 
side effect... not to mention 
their spiraling cost... Look at 
the Amish. They are robust 
and healthy. Yet they rely 
on simple, drug-free home 
remedies and folk medicine 
for their everyday health 
problems. 

Their philosophy is “What’s 
old is of the good.” They claim 
their folk medicines, handed 
down from generation to 
generation, still work today 
for everything from colds to 
kee-gretz (foot fungus.) 

An encyclopedia of their 
natural health secrets, called 
Amish Health Secrets is now 
available to the general public. 
It has hundreds of proven 
home remedies using simple 
items you have around your 
home like vinegar, salt, soda, 
onions - even olive oil. You’ll 
be amazed at the ordinary 
spices and herbs the Amish use 
for their health qualities. 

Learn natural Amish folk 
medicine secrets for common 
health problems like these: 


• Backache? This home-made 
liniment has been used for 
years to relieve aches and pains. 

• Poor memory? The Amish 
swear by this common seed to 
sharpen the memory. 

• Can’t take aspirin? Dis¬ 
cover the natural ingredients 
that have pain killing prop¬ 
erties. 

• Allergies? Learn how to use 
nature’s antihistamine. 

• Arthritis pain? An all-natural 
tonic can give hours of relief. 

• Prostate trouble? A good 
dose of this ordinary tea is the 
Amish secret. 

• Trouble sleeping? This sim¬ 
ple remedy is said to induce a 
peaceful slumber. 

• Nervous? Enjoy blissful 
tranquility without drugs. 

Amish Health Secrets also 
reveals natural health tips for: 
constipation, cold sores, 
menopausal problems, sinus 
trouble, hemorrhoids, vari¬ 
cose veins, age spots, flu and 
more. 

TO ORDER A COPY 

of the Amish Health Secrets 
see Savings Coupon with Free 
Gift Offer 


Vinegar is like a 
Drugstore in a Bottle 


by James Victor 

Thousands of years ago 
ancient healers trusted apple 
cider vinegar, and modern 
research shows - vinegar 
truly is a wonder cure! 

From the Bible to Cleopa¬ 
tra to the fierce Samurai 
warriors of Japan, vinegar 
has been documented as a 
powerful tonic to ensure 
strength, power and long life. 

You’ll get easy recipes 
that mix vinegar with other 
common household items to 
help: 

• Calm an upset stomach 

• Ease leg cramps 

• Soothe sprained muscles 

• Control appetite to lose 
weight 

• Relieve coughs 

• Banish nausea 

• Arthritis pain 

• Make hiccups disappear 

• Cool a sunburn 

• Boost memory 

• Reduce sore throat pain 

• Relieve itchy skin 

• Lower blood pressure 
& cholesterol 

• Eliminate bladder infec¬ 
tions 

• Chase away a cold 

• Treat burns 

• Reduce infection 

• Aid digestion 


• Improve memory 

• Soothe sore feet 

• Treat blemishes & age 
spots 

• Remove corns & calluses 

• Replace many house¬ 
hold cleaners 

And that’s just the begin¬ 
ning of the over 1000 new 
and improved hints and tips 
that you’ll get. 

Strep and Staph infections? 
Vinegar is a powerful anti¬ 
septic and kills even these 
dangerous bacteria on contact. 

Headaches will fade away 
with this simple vinegar 
concoction. 

Feel good and look good 
with these hair and skin- 
friendly vinegar remedies. 

You’ll learn when you 
should and should not use 
vinegar. 

Yes that’s over 1000 tried- 
and-true remedies and recipes 
in this handsome collector’s 
edition and it’s yours to 
enjoy for 90-risk free days. 
That’s right, you can read and 
benefit from all 168-pages 
without obligation to keep it. 

TO ORDER A COPY 
of the Vinegar Anniversary 
Book see Savings Coupon 
with Free Gift Offer 

©2017 JDI MPB102S02 


- -Savings Coupon —- 

| Here’s how to get the Vinegar Anniversary Book, Emily’s 
j Vinegar Diet Book and Amish Health Secrets on a 90 day 
; money back guarantee. Simply fill out this coupon and mail to: 

j James Direct Inc., Dept. MPB148, 500 S. Prospect Ave., 

J Box 980, Hartville, Ohio 44632 

i _Get any 1 book for $12.95 + $3.98 S & H (Total of $16.93) 

] _ SAVE - Get any 2 books for only $20 with FREE S & H 

| _ SAVE - Get any 3 books for only $30 with FREE S & H 

i Check the books you want below: 

! Qty_VA Vinegar Anniversary Qty_VB Vinegar Diet 

3 Qty_AH Amish Health Secrets Total Enclosed_ 

i Orders mailed within 10 days also receive a FREE Mystery Gift 

! PLEASE PRINT Phone (_) _ 

I Name _ 

J Address _ 

; City_ State _Zip_ 

! I am enclosing $_by □ Check □ Money Order (Payable 

| to James Direct Inc., Canada residents add an additional $8 to your 
! order) 

1 Charge my:_VISA_MasterCard_Amex_Discover 

j Card No._Exp. Date _ 

■ Signature _ 
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We’re celebrating our upcoming 
40th anniversary by revisiting 
some of our favorite stories 
throughout the years. See page 
64 for details on how to contact 
us if there’s anything you’d 
k . like to see again! 


The team of Belgian horses 
pulled the hitcffacross the 
country over 16 months. 



* If 


^TT” JTv J 



1 




1. 





-tZSfc. - " "‘‘'I* 


■flktyflP- /, r ) i 


W 1 an hf- j 

9C 

iSflfvtTi Uv\ Pj] 


Coast to 
Coast 
by Horse 
& Hitch 

A stagecoach driver recounts his 
extraordinary cross-country expedition. 

BY CHRISTINA CRAIG ASSOCIATE EDITOR 


D avid Helmuth does everything big. 

Back in 1993, when Reiman Publications 
hired him to drive Country's Reminisce 
Hitch across the United States, he 
insisted that the hand-picked team of 
six beautiful Belgian horses walk from one end of 
the United States to the other. 

“If I’m driving horses across the country, “ David 
says, “I am going ocean to ocean.” 

The goal of the excursion, chronicled in Farm & 
Ranch Living and its sister publications Country and 
Reminisce, was to reconnect seniors with the horses 
they remembered from their families’ farms. The 
hitch stopped at nursing homes and senior centers 
across the country. The horses also visited schools, 
performed at fairgrounds, and marched in parades. 
The hitch stopped regularly to pick up folks for a ride 
on the wagon—and more than 38,000 did. 

The adventure began on April 13 that year, when 
the Belgians splashed through the cool Atlantic surf 
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BOTTOM: DAVID HELMUTH 



1993: The six 
prized horses were 
transported by truck 
to start the second 
half of the journey 
from the West Coast. 





in Kennebunkport, Maine. Ultimately, the journey 
lasted 16 months and took David, a caravan of crew 
members, a semitrailer, and the team horses to places 
he never dreamed of. 

“Hospitals and nursing homes in Maine contacted me 
because they wanted their patients and residents to see 
the horses,” he says. “One day we loaded one of our star 
horses, Stoney, in a truck and brought him to a nursing 
home. It was raining, so they asked if we could bring 
Stoney inside, and we took him right into that nursing 


David and the Reminisce Hitch crew brought one of the horses 
right into a nursing home in 1993 to visit with residents (left). 
David now drives the Wells Fargo stagecoach (bottom). 

home. That experience changed something in me and 
showed me that I had something to give to these people.” 

David knew the trek would be a long one, so he abided 
by a rule his grandfather had passed down. 

“My grandpa always said, ‘A good horse will only go 
10 miles a day.’ These were champion horses, and I didn’t 
want to take away their spirit and heart,” he says. 

“I wanted their spirit and heart to connect with the 
readers that we met along the route. We stopped every 
mile to pick up people so they could ride on the wagon.” 

The Mississippi River flooded that year and, after he 
arrived at its edge in Niota, Illinois, David wanted to do 
something for residents who had lost their homes. 

“We let those people ride on the wagon as we crossed 
the river with the American flag flying,” he says. 

After crossing the Mississippi, the hitch pushed on 
into Iowa. Once the weather turned cold, however, the 
crew was forced to change the trip’s course. They 
implanted a golden horseshoe in the town square of 
Centerville, Iowa, marking the trip’s midway point. 

Then the horses rested for several weeks before being 
hauled, along with the hitch, to San Diego via semitrailer. 

On Dec. 13 the Belgians trotted through the waves of 
the Pacific, then turned back to retrace their return 
journey to the Midwest. A crowd of 5,000 cheered them 
when they finished back in Centerville on Aug. 12,1994. 

Although that trip was over, David kept traveling. 

“I hauled for Hormel Foods for two years after the 
trip,” he says. “Then I became the driver of the Wells 
Fargo stagecoach. I’ve been with Wells Fargo for 
16 years now.” 

David, who lives in Milledgeville, Georgia, drives the 
coach at about 200 events per year. He takes it to 
schools, bank openings and parades across the country, 
including seven Rose Bowl parades. It’s clear the 
seasoned driver loves being on the move. 

“My tanks are full. Just give me an address, and we 
will be there,” David says. “I only do things that are 
absolutely amazing and that are a joy to do. I’m just the 
happiest person in the world.” ^ 
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FOR THE READER 


Submission 

Guidelines 

Send Us Your Story Share your stories and photos 
with us using the online form at farmandranchliving 
.com/submit. 

Help Us Sort Things Out Include the name of the 
department your submission is for (Kernels from Kids, 
Tractor Talk, etc.). For any photos you submit, please 
identify the people, city, state and year the photo was 
taken. We reserve the right to use submissions in any 
section of our magazine, or elsewhere. 

What You’ll Get If we print your submission in the 
magazine, we will send you a complimentary copy of 
the issue in which it appears, and any compensation as 
may be specified by us in writing. 

Photos We accept high-resolution digital images. 
Digital images should be about 4x6 inches at a 
minimum resolution of 300 dots per inch, or about 
1200 x 1800 pixels. Photos must be in focus and of 
good quality. Please send submissions only through 
our online form. 

Returns We do not return submitted materials. 
Although we are unable to acknowledge receipt of any 
submissions, we’ll let you know if they’re published. 

Rights By submitting material to us, you grant RDA 
Enthusiast Brands, LLC, its affiliates, partners and 
licensees worldwide use of the material without 
time limitation, including the right to use your name 
and city/state/province in connection with any such 
use. We reserve the right to modify, reproduce and 
distribute your material in any medium (now or 
hereafter existing) and in any manner or appropriate 
place, including but not limited to magazines, 
promotional merchandise, and marketing and other 
related materials. 

By submitting material to us, you represent and 
warrant that you have full authority to grant the 
rights set forth above and that your material will 
not, in whole or in part, infringe the intellectual 
property rights, rights of privacy or publicity, or any 
other rights of any third party. You further represent 
and warrant that you have attained the legal age of 
majority in your state/province (18 in most states/ 
provinces). If you’re a minor under the law of your 
state/province, your parent or guardian must submit 
on your behalf. [Last updated January 4, 2017.] 


Submit your material online: 

farmandranchliving.com/submit 

Email your comments and suggestions to: 

feedback@farmandranchliving.com 


T A Lucky Horseshoe 
W Contest 

We hid a drawing of a horseshoe like the one above on 
page 31 of the February/March issue. Then we drew 
names at random from all the readers 
who found it. Each winner received a year’s 
subscription to Farm & Ranch Living. The lucky 
horseshoe could be hidden anywhere in this issue, so 
keep a sharp eye out. If you find it, enter the contest on 
our website, farmandranchliving.com. 

From those submissions, we’ll draw additional names 
and send those readers a year’s subscription or 
subscription extension to Farm & Ranch Living. No 
purchase necessary to enter to win. Purchase will not 
improve your chances of winning. The sweepstakes 
is open to legal residents age 18 years or older of the 
U.S., its territories and possessions, or of Canada 
(excluding the Province of Quebec). Sweepstakes 
begins March 24, 2017, and ends May 26, 2017. For 
official rules, visit farmandranchliving.com. VOID 
WHERE PROHIBITED. Sweepstakes sponsored by 
RDA Enthusiast Brands, LLC. 

How to Contact Us 

Customer Care 

For subscriptions, renewals, gifts, payments, account 
info and inquiries 

Email: customercare@farmandranchliving.com 
Visit: farmandranchliving.com/customercare 
Write: FARM & RANCH LIVING CUSTOMER CARE 
PO BOX 5294 
HARLAN IA 51593-0794 

To buy single issues of Farm & Ranch Living 
Visit: shoptasteofhome.com 

Reprint Requests 

Requests for permission to reprint any material 
from Farm & Ranch Living should be sent to 
permissions@tmbi.com. 

Editorial Offices 

Email: feedback@farmandranchliving.com 
Write: FARM & RANCH LIVING 
1610 N 2ND ST STE 102 
MILWAUKEE Wl 53212-3906 


Be social. Follow us on 
Facebook and Instagram! 
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NEW 

BOOK! 

ORDER 

TODAY! 


Bird & Gardening Advice 


NO every single photo, project and tip from last year's 
Birds & Blooms and Birds & Blooms EXTRA magazines can be 
right at your fingertips. It's bursting with eye-catching birds, 
stunning blooms, backyard tips and much more! 


LOOK AT ALL YOU’LL ENJOY! 

430+ FULL-COLOR PHOTOS 256 GLOSSY PAGES 

of your favorite birds, blooms, 
butterflies and wildlife! 


in an 8-1/8" x 10-7/8 
hardbound book! 


200+ BIRD & GARDEN TIPS 

from hobby gardeners and 
the pros to use all year long! 

EASY DIY PROJECTS add 

fun accents to your backyard! 


BIRD FACTS on courtship, 
eggs, molting, albinism, 
extinct species 8< more! 

| TRAVEL TIPS for 

birding 8< butterfly gazing! 


fif 


It’s easy and secure to order online at: 

birdsandblooms.com/2017Annual 



Rocky Mountains & Western Frontiers Best of Ireland Tour 
14 days from S 1,799* now *1,699* 12 days from *V*99* now *1,399* 

Explore the beauty of America's western landscapes and travel on the trails of Your exploration of the Emerald Isle starts and ends in Dublin. See all of the city 

the westward expansion. Start (and end) in Denver, follow the Oregon Trail to highlights including the Ba nk of Ireland and St Patrick s Cathedral. Next is the 

Cheyenne, WY, the railroad capital of the Old West. Stop at Fort Laramie marvel Rock of Cashel, Waterford and a visit to the famous crystal factory. Continue to 

at Mount Rush more and Crazy Horse Memorial Stop at legendary sites like Cobh, Blarney Castle and Killarney Drive the spectacular Ring of Kerry, explore 

Dead wood, "Little Gig Horn" Monument. Visit the Buffalo Bill Historical Bunratty Castle & Folk Park and view the incredible Cliffs of Moher before 

Center before entering the awe inspiring Yellowstone National Park and the arriving in Galway, In the Sligo area, sec Kytemore Abbey en route to Belfast, 

Grand Tetons Complete your journey by visiting Dinosaur National Monument Lastly, discover 'The Giant's Causeway" and Titanic Belfast, visitor experience, 
and Rocky Mou nta i n Nati onal Pa rk . Departs July - September 2017. Departs July - September 2017. 

'Prices ore per person, double occupancy end do not indude taxes & government fees which range from' 159 to 299depending on the tour i elated Add■ on oh fare is available. All special offers apply to new 
bookings only mode by 5/51/17 and are subject to availability. Prices shown are after Instant Rebate is applied. Seasonal surcharges and single supplements apply. Additional terns and conditions apply, visit 
ymtvacattons.com or ask your Travel Consultant for details. 


Your dream vacation is just a phone call away! 


per couple 


ymtvacations.com Mention promo code F6002 


vacations 








To advertise: Hansel Asencio, 212-779-7172 x231, hasencio@mediapeople.com 
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Calves, Kids & Foal! 

£ “I liked the sweet way this kid was looking at her mom,” 
says Tanja Hupp of Mount Crawford, Virginia. “We named 
the kid Noel because she was born around Christmas.” 

«€ “Big Red was one of our newest moms,” says Starla 

Hester of Tuscumbia, Alabama. “Here she is nuzzling with 
her calf Red Bull. We weren't very creative with their names!” 

£ “Little Poquita was just 8 hours old in this picture,” says 

Pat Graves of Dripping Springs, Arizona. “Her ears were 
already almost as big as those of her mama, Chili Burro.” 
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My friends all hate their 


cell phones... I love mine!” 

Here’s why. 


Say good-bye to everything you hate about cell phones. Say hello to the Jitterbug Flip. 



“Cell phones have gotten so 
small, I can barely dial mine ” 

Not the Jitterbug® Flip. It features 
a large keypad for easier dialing. 

It even has a larger display and a 
powerful, hearing aid-compatible 
speaker, so it’s easy to see and 
conversations are clear. 

“I had to get my son to program 

it ” Your Jitterbug Flip set-up process 
is simple. We’ll even program it with 
your favorite numbers. 

“What if I don’t remember a 
number ?” Friendly, helpful Personal 
Operators are available 24 hours a day 
and will even greet you by name when 
you call. 


<fl9 


I’d like a cell phone to use in an 
emergency.” Now you can turn your 
phone into a personal safety device when 
you select a Health & Safety Package. With 
5Star® Service, in any uncertain or unsafe 
situation, simply press the 5Star button to 
speak immediately with a highly-trained Urgent 
Response Agent who will confirm your location, 
evaluate your situation and get you the help you 
need, 24/7. 



s' - ; - 

Monthly Plan 

$l4.99/mo* 

$19.99/mo* ^ 

Monthly Minutes 

200 

600 

Operator Assistance 

24/7 

24/7 

Long Distance Calls 

No add’l charge 

No add’l charge 

Voice Dial 

FREE 

FREE 

Nationwide Coverage 

YES 

YES 

Friendly Return Policy 1 

30 days 

30 days 


Health & Safety Packages available as low as $ 19.99/month*. 

More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details. 

My cell phone company wants to lock me in a 
two-year contract!” Not with the Jitterbug Flip. 

There are no contracts to sign and no cancellation fees. 

Many phones have features that are rarely 
needed and hard to use!” The Jitterbug Flip 

contains easy-to-use features that 
are meaningful to you. A built-in 
camera makes it easy and fun for 
you to capture and share your 
favorite memories. And a flashlight 
with a built-in magnifier helps you 
see in dimly lit areas, the Jitterbug 
Flip has all the features you need. 

Enough talk. Isn’t it time you 
found out more about the cell 
phone that’s changing all the 
rules? Call now, Jitterbug product 
experts are standing by. 

Available in 
Red and Graphite. 


Order now and receive a 

FREE Car Charger -a $25 value 
for your Jitterbug Flip. Call now! 



Call toll-free to get your 

Jitterbug Flip Cell Phone 

Please mention promotional code 105438. 

I -888-803-0267 

www.JitterbugDirect.com 


We proudly accept the following credit cards: 

vO 
vO 
\0 

’'f 



IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc. Your invoices will come from GreatCall. Plans and Services require purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time setup 
fee of $35. ^Monthly fees do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges and are subject to change. Coverage is not available everywhere. 5Star or 9-1 -1 calls can only be made when cellular 
service is available. 5Star Service will be able to track an approximate location when your device is turned on, but we cannot guarantee an exact location. 'We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug 
phone and the activation fee (or setup fee) if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of 
usage. If you have more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will be deducted from your refund for each minute over 30 minutes. You will be charged a $10 restocking fee. The 
shipping charges are not refundable. There are no additional fees to call GreatCall’s U.S.-based customer service. However, for calls to a GreatCall Operator in which a service is completed, you will 
be charged 99 cents per call, and minutes will be deducted from your monthly rate plan balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the Operator. Jitterbug, GreatCall, and 5Star 
are registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. ©2017 GreatCall, Inc. ©2017 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 

























'rj 


Little 


“My grandson Aiden loves helping his daddy do all the 
chores. He’s already giving us a hand feeding the cows! 

KATHY KNOLL HANSBARGER VERMONTVILLE, MICHIGAN 


God Bless America 
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